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Nor can it but be pleaſing, in 
whatever order, to obſerve Madam 


PomPADoUR's x years As 
brilliant as the following 
or that elevated genius of a piece 
inning to the end of 
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met the welcome they wiſhed, 
and ſmiled at the impotence of 
envy, what reception may not be 
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the trouble you a m favor. EO 
our ſtation about the king affords m_ 


he opportunity, which I can well I 

eiece your improving, ut this ſin- EE 

lar piece of ambition requires pro. 

N cy : | if it do ſucceed, , = 

3 The king aw me yeſterday, and eyed = 9 

ber ba hot yer your tb 3 | w 
rnow when he will. He is con 
. beſet by women who have. beauty, bur 

have not my heart: alas! w 


he not that heart? ?:: 


„ 
Madam de Mailli, they ſay, 
turned devotee; and is actually under 
the direction of father de la Valette, 
general of the oratory. Ah! how 
happy ſhe, if really cured of her paſ- 
ſion !' Happy the indifferent! They 
tell you that ſhe went tocher day to 
ſermon at Notre-Dame, but, coming & 
little late, ſhe was obliged to diſturb 
ſome perſons, before ſhe could reach her 
pew. A brutal fellow in her WAY, 
began to cry aloud: Hab] . what 4 
pother for 2 Ww—, The Counteſs 
turned towards him, and ſaid with the 
greateſt good- nature: Sir, fuce you kngw | 
me ſo well, be fo good as to pray to Gad 
for me, A truly reſpectable character 
Should my weakneſs, or my ſtar, lead 
me into like errors, I hope 1 ſhall be 
led to like repentance. Farewel, fir 
come and ſee me to-morrow : I have 
many things to. tell you, and many 
more to conceal from you. 


4+ 
LETTER . 


To mr. din. £5 1746. 


Wonder 1 have no tidings from 
Bridge: perhaps he has none but 
bad to give me, and you are both vi- 
ling to deal tenderly with my weakneſs. 
I am almoſt fit to cry at my folly ; - 
though not yet able to repent of it. 
What ſays the king ? Does he talk of 
me? Has he no defire to ſee me? Has 
he any degfee of value for your couſin? 
Deliver me, I beſeech you, from my 
W cruel uncertainty. Alas! 1 begin to 
feel that ambition is the koeneſt of tor-= 
tures, eſpecially in the heart of a 
woman. I want to confult you upon 
2 new expedient, that has come into my 
head ; and I ſhall have uſe for you as 
well as for the officious duke, who 
B 2 
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grand ſignor is caught. I look for you 
both. My little Alexandrina hugs you 
with all her heart: I hope ſhe will be 
wiſer and happier than her mother, 
Farewel, my dear couſin ; do not fail 
to come. 


LETTER 11. 
To marſpal SAXE. September, 1746 


O are ever ailing, and ever beat- 
ing the duke of Cumberland : this | 
proves to your friends a ſubject at once | 


of grief and joy. Little ſouls would 
ſay: Leſs glory and more health : but 


yours is not of the number. 


Here are l 


proviſionmongers: thoſe harpies go to 
war, not to get honor, but riches: they 


are very bloodſuckers. Lou do exceed - 


ing well to check them. 
A lick anode hs ben brought me, 


1 

that concerns you; who have an un- 
doubted title to know it, if you do not 
already. After the battle of Rocoux, the 
chevalier d Aubeterre ſeeming ſtruck with 
the good look and warlike air of an engliſn 
priſoner, ſaid to him: Had there been fifty 
thouſand like thee in the enemy's army, 1 

believe we ſhould have had ſome trouble to 
foil it. The ſoldier replied briſkly : 

We had men enough like me, but wanted 
one like marſhal Saxe. This anſwer ſpoke | 
| equal ſpirit and truth. The duke of 
Cumberland is to you what poor mar- 
dal Villeroi was before the terrible 
Marlborough, a pigmy facing a giant. 
Yet he is ſaid to be a generous and mag- 
| nanimous prince, though he ſtigmatized 


mercileſly maſſacring two thouſand * 
highlanders, who begged their lives on 
their knees : but no body will — 


* This looks like exaggeration. 


B 3 


* 


himſelf in the affair of Culloden, by 


It is ware that the ſiege, of the 
place you are attacking, will be diff 
cult: but is any thing difficult to you? 
Make quickly the conqueſt in ſpite of 
pur politicians z then come and ſing Te 
Deum with us. Tou will ſee the church 
of Notre-Dame hung round with your 


trophies : you may juſtly be called itz 

«pbolferer, as was the duke of Luxem: 
bourg. Farewel, Mars every body 
loves and longs for you. | ES 


LETTER IV. 
To the counteſs of BREZE', 1746, 
Vo make me laugh with your 
_ jolly dutchman: he is Riff and 
clumſy, according to the cuſtom of his 


my kindeft tegards to madam de Senna- 


121 
country. I know him an unſufferable 


animal; yet he mult be ſuffered, being 


a friend of ours. If you would have 


ſerk them among the angels. The am- 
baſſador, Van Hoy, is quite another 
teaſon t eſteem him. Nay, he is ſothe- 
times pleaſing and ſmaft, as you fall 
juſt now ſee. 

The marquis de Fortaine Invited him 
to {upper laſt tueſday. In the deflert, 
what appears, but a huge dutch cheeſe 
on the table? Mr. ambaſſador, ſays 


Fontaine to him, there is fruit of your 
| country. At theſe words Van Hoy ftatts 


up, puts his hand in his pocket, and 


throws upon the table a handful of 


ducats, ſaying : There is ſome fob. 
If you go to the Val de Grace, f beg 


terre. A the has choſen the better 
B, 


_ a 
: the world deſerved not adi 
which God has beſtowed upon her. Her 
youth and beauty attracted her imme- 
diately a croud of - adorers : and now 
ſhe will needs be a Kant, "as if it were 
to make a dupe. of the devil. Do not 
you alſo ding 16;Ayorme «(hin any 
dear counteſs? Do as; you pleaſe; but 
n, _ 


« Is 0 


LETTER v. 


To mr. VAN HOY, ambaſſader from the 
Rr at the court of France. 


„ April, 1747. 


- 


7 is not to me, * to the miniſter, 
1 that your excellence ſhould have 
written and complained. 2 I 
am obliged by your confidence, and 

ſhall en vor to deſerve it. 

| You know that, from the very be- 
ginging of the Var, the king never 
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„ | 
aſked aught elſe of your republic, than 
mo neuter in this great quarrel of 
the principal- powers of Europe; and 
he offered to deliver. into your hands 
the city of Dunkirk, as r 
honor. But the ſtates have conſtantly _ 
diſregarded his entreaties and his offers: 
they have furniſhed the enemies of France - 4 
with ſuccors of every kind, under p-. 
tence of their alliance with England 5 "1 q 
and the court of Vienna; they have 2 


1b, eren ſet on foot an army, Which the 

bor French have taken the liberty of cha- 

4. Tian Pretty often, though always with 
egret. You may be ſure, that at all 

or, times the policy of France will be co FI 
ve require the neutrality of the ſeven pro- 5 "MM ; 
90 vinces: it is her intereſt, and E 0 


yours. 
Tou now complain that the brave. - 
Maurice has entered your territory, and 
is taking your towns. This ſtep ap- 


er 


* 


12 5 —— : 
n * 


MO | 
pears to me juſt and neceſſary : ye were 


deſired to be neutral, and ye would : 
not; eee, eee 
it: we beg your pardon. 


You ſay that the dutch will always 


make it their pride to be friends of if 
France: it may be fo, and we wiſh 


it. But let them be complaiſant enough 
to give us proofs of their pride. Friends 
do not fight; yet marſhal Saxte has been | 
obliged to chaſtiſe you: permit us * 
to doubt your fincerity. ; 

For yourſelf, mr. ambaſſador, wh 
You condemn perhaps in ſecret the obſti- 
nacy of your maſters. Happen what 


may, you will have the glory of having 


Fulfilled your miniſtry, if not with fuc- 
cath, at leaſt with much wiſdom. 
1 am, &c. 
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To the — of SAUSSAV, 1 
April, 1747, 


HE news from Holland affords "NY 
here - abundant ſpeculation. I 19 
foreſee that France will be forced to 14 
take che country of 'thoſe golden ralvet, 
in order to teach them wiſdom. 
Our friend du Thiel has fent me the 
particulars of the death of poor lord _ 
Lovat, None can dy with more cou: 
rage: but he was a ſcot: the ſeots 
know, to fight and to dy. An hour 
before his execution he made a hearty 
breakfaſt, and rallied his executioners. 
He mounted the ſcaffold as chearfully 
| as if going to an entertainment, and 
received the fatal ſtroke without betray- 
ing the ſmalleſt fear. Behojd then all tu 
friends of prince Edward lacrificed on 


guided your fair hand. I ſhow them to 


Drawing ſhould be only an amuſement: 


I", 


„ 

after another: the engliſh cannot par- 
don. France has, methinks, done very 
ill in making thoſe brave people revolt, 
and ſtill worſe in abandoning them to 
the vengeance of an implacable enemy. 
Mens lives are not to be played with. 

The drawings you ſent me are charm- 
ing : the goddeſs Flora herſelf muſt have 


every body; every body admires them, 
and I am fatisfied. But 1 entreat you, 
my dear friend, to ſpare your fine eyes. 


do not make it an occupation,” ws x 


LETTER vn. | 
To the duke of BOUFLERS 1947 


ro know, my lord-duke, my 
eſteem for you: an opportunity 
of hinking: it has offered, nor have I let 
it ſlip. The king has named you to 
command at Genoa, which the / Auſtrians 
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very il threaten in vain, when the republic 
wh hall have you for her defender. Thoſe 
*. poor pantaloons peta that oy can- 
h not defend themſelves. 
* Vet the ſingular revolution, by which 
8 [the genoeſe have recovered their liberty 
anll expelled their tyrants, will be ad- 
1 mired in ſtory; and we ſee with ſurpriſe 
— that, in the ſtate of humiliation to which 
* Italy is dwindled, there ſtill remain ſome 
es. ſparks of that glorious fire which ani- 
ent: ¶¶ mated the ancient romans : 4 * and 
9 fan 1 45 
| he genoeſe ** © uſeful Nene in As 
747 Ar juncture: they have paved the 
way of Italy to don Philip; they there 
my i have ſecured the power of the houſe of 
mit) Bourbon: let us not expoſe them to 
L let repent it. France is moreover their 
1 to natural ally, and of this they are duly 
ans Bl ſenſible. The emperors, who ſtile them- 
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are threatening anew, but which they 
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in virtue of that chimerical title, the 


or more powerful than the houſe of 


4 8%} 
ſelves ſueceſſors to the Ceſars, claim. 


dominion of every ſtate in Italy 
they can lay hold of, and look upon i 
as a fief of the holy empire. The 
italian princes thus conſtantly needing 


However, you will quickly ſee that 
the gendeſe are turbulent, reſtleſs, and 
factiaus: for chis reaſon have” I coun- 
&lled the to ſend them at once a 
good officer and found politician, capa · 
ble of reconciling the minds of the 
leaſt tractable peaple upon __ 4 
ending deputies to proffer him the 
ſovereiguty of their commonwealth, 
Tau deliver yourſekves to me, ſaid: that 
prince, and 1 deliver you to the devil, 
ws 2 


. 


4. 


eee 
country, I ſhall ee you before your 
leparture, and ſhall wiſh you neither 
be talents nor the courage neceffary to 
ſucceed : all that you have; but you 
u ee ee e 
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LETTER vm. 
70 the marchigneſs de FONTBNALLLES.. 
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ug letter, when I received one from 
you full of wit and kindneſs. My 
rah thus diſarmed, I am ready to- 
embrace you. Yet. a letter does nar. 
ſatisfy my heart. Yau know me ta be 
Wnice in the choice af my company, and 


.* 


the pleaſuge ? 


A > + —” OO + ww CD 


lordlings, who hate me, and whom 1 


; but go and ſave. them ant of 


Was juſt. going to write you a ſcold- 


yourſelf ta be one of the few 1 value. 
and wiſh to ſee: why then deyy. me 


1 find myſelf alone in 2 3 


© > pins —_— — wo 
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Their vanity, their airs, their trifling 
and their falſehood rende 


Nom do 1 know that kings.-may 


* 


like other men; for my par, 
1 often mourn the ambition that d 
me hither, and the ambition that chain 
me here: Lon Scots ene of Md 


-make him laugh: he is « littls: lek 
ul than myſelf.” How 1 do pity thoſe 
s of who are believed b 
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. to have any: they have * 
ſlaves and flatterers. a N 
You, my dear friend, you do 3 


me: I am not then wholely to be pitied. 
When ſhall you come hither? Fail not 
s bring mademoiſelle de Fontenailles: 
vou will fee, by the careſſes I ſhall 
rt, ſhower upon her, what affection I 2 

xd to 0 her GO: . . 

5 

ng we E T T ER . 

* To the marſhal de BELLISLE. 1747. 

þh, [ Condole both with you and with 

Ys F rahce on this unfortunate affair of 4 
e. Exiles. People here greatly blame the 


riſhneſs of the chevalier de Belliſle, 
and ſay. that a wiſe: general never got 
himſelf lain : thoſe who talk ſo are per- 
haps too. wiſe themſelves. - For my part, 
I blame no body, and ſtill leſs the dead, * 


gs 
ed Your brother had 5 too much 


pe Z - n *% l FA = * 
— n 


and piedmonteſe fe into Provence. I, tho 


P 


1 6 1 
fire, but at leaſt he will not be-brangdlif 
with cowardiſe. He fell in the bed d 
honor,. and that is enough to n 
you. 

Ir does not greatly e a. woman 
to talk of thoſe, matters. The genen 
ambition of our ſex is to pleaſe the liy- 
ing, without much minding the dead; 
that of yours is to have its head broke: 
every one in his way. But for me, I 
delight to honor. merit, and men that 
reſemble you. 

"Al France is i t ak IP 
this ſudden: irruption of the auſtriam 


a trùe french · woman, have not the 
ſmalleſt fear: are not you there? 

While the world is by the ears, our 
miniſters are ſtill talking of peace. I 
have frequent conferences witk thoſe 


2. 


1 
elf before a nearer view, The art 
of a politician is to deceive and to ly | 
Ne for the good of the ſtate: an 
art one would think not very difficult. 
I will tell you a fookſh fancy of mine. 
1 ſometimes imagine that a fine waman 
diſplays more wit and profound policy 
at her toilet; than is to be found in all 
the cabiners of Europe: for the art of 
pleaſing is yet harder than that of de- 
ceiving. You will doubtleſs be of 
another opinion ; but 1 ſhall not admit 
you as a judge, becauſe you NP 
eee, 
Do not fail, my dear el to 
drub heartily thoſe gentlemen who cut 
off the poor chevalier : this I wiſh for 
your own glory and the honor of the 
| nation, Send us good tidings with all 
ſpeed: the king — you like a 
king, and Thke a * 2 25 : T ſhall 
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T as Þ}: 
. Farewel, marſhal ; remember your 
glorious retreat from Prague: I have 
mms victory : give me not the h 


5 E T: T ER In 
To the marchioneſs of ach 


ILL not you come and ſee my 
Pigeons and kiſs them ? They 


are ſo pretty: their tender tender careſſe 
awake ſo pleaſing remembrances, and 


never fail to ſet girls a dreaming: for 
this reaſon I never ſhow them to Alexan. 
drina. Madam de Monteſpan had fix 
white mice, which ſhe yoked to a litt 


filigram- coach, and which took thei 
liberty to bite her fair hands. Our fine 


women have always dogs or cats. | 
like neither : I love ng * but my 
billers. 
3 king i is out a hunting: 1 woul 


not go with him, becauſe I was in the 


1 


| | 1 «2.1 | 
dumps; which made him laugh. I tell 
im ſometimes, that he is like that 
Imonarch who was 4 mighty bunter before 
the Lord. But Nimrod was a wicked 
king, and. Lewis XV, is a good one; 
which makes all the difference in the 
world. | 

While he goes a hunting, the queen 


"Our 
lave 


Worandeur and vanity touch her no more. 
I wiſh I could ſay as much; for the 


an world with all its pomp and pleaſures 
ſix tires me ſometimes to death: but I wiſh 
cle it not enough. It ſeems as if we had 


woe ſouls, one to approve good, the 

Fother to do evil. | 
| However the queen, in ſpite of all 
ber holineſs, has one great fault; which 


get on my ſcore the law which obliges 

queens like other folks to love their 

neighbor as themſelves. : For my part, 
C- 3 5 


goes a praying. She is a ſaint : worldly _ 


Wis, that ſhe hates me. She ſeems to for- 


5 ———— 
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| & 5 
1 do not like that fault, thank god: ii 
love that princeſs, and revere her be. 
cauſe ſhe is virtuous ; would I had thei 
courage to imitate her A 
affectionately, my fair friend, and you 
know it well. &c. 


LETTER AL. 

To marſhal ax r. 174}, 
NE muſt ever admire you and 
love you. France was not accul: 
romed to vanquiſh the engliſh : that 
glory was reſerved for you. A mat. 
mal of France, a great man, and true 
patriot, who cares not by whom tir 
king is ſerved, ſo he be ſerved, and who 
knows none of the meanmneſſes of jea- 
louſy, ſaid lately that you united in 
yourſelf the ſpirit of the great Conde 
with the wiſdom of Turenne. I knov 
not whether thoſe celebrated generals 
who made Europe tremble in the late 


7 


AS. Frs 8 
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reign; were as great as they are repre- 
G {ſcented : but 1 do know that you ate 


more uſeful. They made in unjuſt wars 
conqueſts, whence the nation reaped no 


ſolid advantage. They attacked, but 
you defend : which bs af once move 


important and more honorable. 
We are told, marſhal, that 0 
toils and fatigues of war, you ſtill find 


time to make love. am a woman, and 


and teaches them wiſdom. Charles XII. 
of Sweden, is perhaps the only one who 
never loved z but he ſuffered for it, and 
* an unfortunate madr | The 
ek LE. 1 8 much 


of their mind, and opine that the great- 
neſs of God beams more glorious on 4 
Ae cue. than in the Wai" of 
Newton. 
We we about to rejoice for your now 
7 ts 


3 
victory; take five or ſix more towns 
to amuſe us the reſt of the 3 
and then come and ſee your friends. 
The conferences of Breda continue: 1 
| know not in what they will end, or 

whether they will beſtow the peace, of 
which France ſtands in fo great need, 
But our plenipotentiaries aſk too much, 
and the enemy's offer not enough. [1 
am much afraid this pompous negocia- 
tion will come to nothing: it has 
hitherto produced - only compliments 
and bows. At this you are doubtleſs not 
ſorry ; for you heroes make your glory 
and joy to conſiſt in the killing of men: 
whereas the king would be glad to make 
them happy: and therefore is he ever 
ready to give peace; but then it muſt 
be an honorable and a uſeful one. 
Te Deum was ſung yeſterday in the 
king's chapel for the battle of Laufelt. 
But I do not love a ceremony, which 
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offers, methinks, an indignity to God; 
buſt as if one ſhould go to thank a good 
father that one has had the happineſs of 
murdering his children: were it not 


or more juſt and more natural to beg his : 
of Wfpardon ? | 
ed, How does the count of Friefland? I 
ch, WW hope he will reſemble his uncle. The 


king has thoughts of marrying and 
ſettling him in a manner worthy of you 
and of him. Farewel, my dear mar- 
ſhal; I do not recommend to you to 
continue beating the enemy, but to take 


ry Wa care of your health for the ſervice of 
n: pour ſovereign, and the ſatisfaction of 


your friends. The loſs of a ſingle. man 
is often a public calamity: and this 
France would find, had ſhe the misfor- 
tune CIs on. ee ee 


1-1) 
LETTER XII. 


To count LOWENDABL. 1768 0 


Thank you for your letter and fa 
your conqueſt. You have then takaM 
Bergen-op-zoom, in ſpite of the devi 7 
and the dutch. That city which batt 
the genius of Spinola, and bore the 
name of maiden, has not been able t 
hold out againſt you; which prove 
that the french are capable of any thing 
when commanded by ſuch men. The 
have. done nothing but taken. town 
during this whole war, as if taking 6 
many airings : but the capture of this 
laſt gives a crown to their glory and 
yours. I am overjoyed that to you ve 
have the obligation. 

The allies give out in their gazette, 
that your troops, entering the city, 
maſſacred without diſtinction men, 


| „ 
women and children. 1 know not 
whether ſo horrid a ly can recommend 
them to the good graces of the mo- 

bility ; but 1 do know that the 
rational world will not believe it. Nor 


ace bæve the reputation of being the moſt 
e ce bumane people upon earth : they love 
5 to victory, not blood. | 


Continue, dear count, to FRY honor | 
to the country which you have adopted, 
and which is proud to adopt you. 
Should age and infirmities come to 
bereave us of the brave Maurice in the 
courſe of this 'too long war, you will 
remain to us, and prevent our 2 98 
ving that he is dead. 
It is mortifying to France chat ber 
| two greateſt captains ſhould be foreig- 
ners: a remark the king made on the 
taking of Bergen-op-zoom. He wonder- 
ed the nation produced no more fo great 
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to her: Madam, every body will gay 


of marſhal of France, and J hope 10 hav 
the pleaſure of beſtowing peace upon m 


thankfully ſhall pay. I told her that 1 
ever I could be any uſe to her, I hoped 


* 
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L SE 
men as in the former reign. The prin 
of Conti, who was preſent, / replie 
loudly : The reaſon is, our wives now-4. 
days are too fond of their footmen. The 
cut was keen, but not perhaps unjuſt, - 

The counteſs of Lowendahl came 
yeſterday to court. The king receive 
her as the conſort of a heroe, and fail 


ſomething by this conqueſt of Bergen-o- 
zoom. Upon the count I beſtow the ff 


fubjefts. I ſaw afterwards the lady in 
private, and my eſteem for her grew. 
With all the graces of her ſex, ſhe has 
the ſenſe and ſpirit of yours. I begged 
her friendſhip : mine is a debt, which | 


ſhe would TI me — of —_— 
1 1 _ 


19 1 | 

The king has juſt given a regiment 
o your ſon. Mr. d' Arg was 
gainſt it on account of his youth; but 
retorted upon him the _ of 
orneille : 

| Where ſouls. are born to ſoar in loftier ſpheres, 
True valor waits not the advance of years. | 
ſurely had reaſon J the merit- of the 
ather enſures that of the ſon. I wiſh 
ou, my lord, only a good ſtate of 
| iealth : in yourſelf you will fn the rſt. 


hf e 
i LETTER XIII. 

y in To the counteſs of wx Zr. 
rew 0 Have juſt got rid of a tireſom wo- 
> has man, who has thrown me into 
gged yapors. There is ſcarce any other com- 
ch a dany at court, which is however titled 
at i We center of wit and good - breeding. 
ped Mich me, good - breeding conſiſts in 


Peing amiable; and whoever tires me, 


: 6 3 
s 2 ruſtic. I daily find that there i 


They day, my dear, that you ayfi 
amuſing yourſelf with having your pic 
ture drawn. I am glad of it: it is 
ſign you ſtill are handſom. Vanlo i 
an inimitable fellow for catching the 
likene(s. Tell him not to forget thut 
two little dimples which render you 
fmile ſo lovely, thoſe rofy lips which | 
take ſo much pleaſure in kiſſing, « 
thoſe tender and touching eyes which 
tell me ſo plainly, I lobe you. 

A ſultan is ſaid one day to have ſent 
for a famous venetian painter to make 
a portrait of his favorite lady. The 
painter telling him that for that a 
he muſt fee her, the jealous prino i 
x him highly *mpertinent and di 

ed him. Had you been in that 
— you never had ſeen your pe 
ture. 


6 


E 

There is wo be & an at the 
ind to go thither, and to take you up 
paſſing. I ſhall dreſs like a marmo- 


. and you as you pleaſe: but we 
«i tall make the men mad. Meantime, 


| the execution of this noble deſign, 
we me a kiſs, and I ſhall foon recurnis. 


LET TEN XIV. 


| To marſhal SAX E. ; 1747. 


\ OU ſend us always good neus: 
1 every one of your letters announ- 

es 4 victory or a conqueſt, and you ar 
: f Ceſar were doubtleſs of like imports © 

* Ceſar had his health when he oon- 
| e works for Maag, and you 
we flick when you win battles for us. 
-oateſs then glory a cruel miſtreſs, who- 


„ 
of Ceſar, Mr. de Briſſac, who had bet 
at the late action, and was relating 
me the particulars, happened to ſay: 
- ſupped with Saxe the night before th 

battle. Here I ſtopt him*hartya 
made him take notice that 1 0 | 
ſpe& for your rank and character, | ol 
ought at leaſt to have ſaid, Monſeur 
Saxe. Madam, replied he briſkly, df 
one ſay, Mr. Ceſar, or Mr. Alexanda| 
This gaſcoon ſally was a ſublime repali 
tee, and is 8 the bee 0 
mium. 2 
You want,” marſhal, Jie a litif 
health to be the happieſt man upd 
earth, ſince you are the greateſt : | 
theme: never ail any thing. 
The dutch murmur radly, and do nd 
like you at all in their neighborhol 
they remember the invaſion of I 
. "my fear the ſame fate ue 
bis ſucceſſor, . they be * ul 


[ 33 + 
ics. But, after all, it is in their 


em, and which they ſo much dread. 
All required of them is to ſtand neuter 
n a war which does not concern them; 


pho ſo well underſtand their own in- 
reſt on other occaſions, ſhould not 
ake on this the wiſeſt and ſafeſt courſe. 
hey ſeem to have forgot the leſſon of 


Weir famous John de Wit, who coun- - 
led them never to make an offenſive | 


Iliance, but rather to imitate the prudent 
at, who takes mice for none but berſelf. 
Moreover, the engliſh faction is all- 


Powerful with them, through the in- 
uence of the houſe of Orange. The 
Watriots are well aware to what cala- 


ities their country is likely to be expo- 


D 


> 
8, 


wer to divert the ſtorm that threatens 


nd 1 am amazed that thoſe merchants, 4. 


but they ſuppreſs their murmurs, 
* have no power. Their miniſter 
an pi is oa... memorials upon. | 


#4 1 
memorials ; he proteſts that their hg 
mightineſſes are full of reſpect for t 
king, and wiſh nothing more ardent 
than to live in good underſtanding wig 
us. On our part, the miniſters proteſi 
to him that the french nation has tif 
greateſt reſpect for the illuſtriqus dud 
nation, and wiſhes cordially that di 
latter may become wiſe and reaſonabki 
We hope ſhe will, when ſhe ſees us af 
her gates, and your victories procutli 
us a peace, which heroes do not o 
but of which all Europe has nel 
The french are ſtarving in the midit of 
acclamations and bonfires; nor can thy 
fave themſelves while they arc ſhouting 
. the king. 1 ſalute you, &c, | 


LET TEN xv. 
To abend, of ven as. = 


0 you know, madam, that we 
about to have a, new. dauphindkl 


and MY but the princeſs of * 


. 5 FT. 
cititi duke is ts be ſent, who loves 
a exploits, to make the demand 
In form. You know the duke : he has 
a fine head, but nothing in it. How. 
| ver, to hint it by the by, this mar- 
ige will be bm ſingular : the 
phi will | get for conſort, 12 daug h- 
of him who dethroned his 85 


5 


2 
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cher, and who wears at this moment ä 
is crown. But the conduct of Princes 
on like that of the gods, very Fo 
cel rom the manner of men. Did not the 
e of Savoy, at the beginning of chis 


ntury, exert himfelf to dethrone Phi- 
p V. of Spain, His ſon- in las, and 
Wrefer the vain title of king, which he 
e by that means, to the ſacred name ö 
| 2 father ? 2 | | | 

After all, Tam glad they jon giving f 

wife to the 3 for 1 fear bi- 
ptry will turn his bead. Marriage is 

e grand ſpecific againſt that ciſtemper | 
1 
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good- natured like his father, nor does 
he want for ſenſe: but his education I 


give 15 for preceptor the abbẽ Rome, 
a good ſcholar, and an honeſt man, 


Europe to the care of a fool and 4 
|  bigot, who reared him like a monk, and 


a s of him than a 2 . The 


If you fee the fair PO 5 1 
you to embrace her for me, and put hail 


| tolerable : 1. never Hall Toy. to by 


-o 36 
of feeble ſouls. The young prince is 


has been greatly neglected. It was one 
propoſed to the cardinal de Fleuri u 


His eminence made anſwer, that the 
abbẽ had too much wit; and ſo com. 
mitted the heir of the firſt throne in 


took more pains to make what i is called 


in mind of her promiſe : my friends 
muſt have memory. As for mine, it i 


- "4 37 4 | 
700 tenderly ; * ſentiment, which: « con- 
ſtitutes one of the — 8 of 
my life. NN ESE OM 


LE r TER Nu Jews 
2. mr. ners 1747. 


Am very "ory, not for you, who 
have reſolution; but for the ſtate, 
in what is termed your diſgrace. The 


king loſes a good ſervant, J you. be- 
an come your own maſter : it is not you 
nel who are to be pitied. Here } is a certain 


faction of fops, ſworn. enemies to the 
| merit and parts they are incapable of 
poſſeſſing; and 1 find they have too 
much power. They are like the dog in 


eech the manger, who. could neither eat che 

be hay, nor ſuffer that the horſe ſhould : 

en6 deſtitute as they are of capacity for the - 
it 88 king's ſervice, they will not have others 
be io ſerve him. Quella rabia ale gelofa * 
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|  odium than bad ones. "They ſay you 


not me; forl know you. 1 would give 


# 


dily to ſee you at the head of the ; depart- 
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is inconſtant; bad is ſo too. Though 


£8 1] 
You are your rſelf, fir, an evidene 
that good. qualities often incur mon 


K 


ſupport your exile with more conſtancy 
and patience thay a ſtoic : this, ſurprile 


you. an oſtrich for device, with this 
2255 : There. is N too 42874 for th 
digeſtion of the firm. 

eantime all % worthy hope ſpee- 


ment, to which you have done ſo much 
honor : : it is not only good fortune that 


the king be. prejudiced, yet he is gool 


and juſt: be will quickly feel the want 


FACET 


of you. If I can contribute to Your! 


recall, I ſhall eſteem myſelf h Jappy in 


the very attempt of reſtoring. to the 
king the greateſt miniſter of the age, 
f rigging to vo that 1 * 
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LET FER XVII. 
To mademoi ſelle ALEXANDRINA. 1747. 
J OW do you do, my pretty angel ? 
nor to your mother, and my Beart 
aſſures me of it. Four ladies are highly 
pleaſed with you: they are conſtantly 
Wand to make yourſelf one day valued. 
Come and ſee me next friday with yout 
little friend, mademoiſelle Rofleres: The 
king loves you as His daughter, and 
will make much of you: he talks to 
ne often about you: Nor do T at all 
doubt, but, when you ſhall be ready for 
a ſettlement, he will do ſomething con- 
ſderable in your favor. Farewel, my 
dear child; take care of your health; and 
you, Dog =: 
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LETTER XVII 
To the counteſs of NOAILLE 8. | 170 


HAT were you doing yeſterd 
with that great looby the mar. 
as? I hate him becauſe he is a tire 
ſom fool. He can neither laugh nat 
ſpeak like a gentleman : nor do I eve 
| ſee him but J catch a ſufficient head 
5 ake. He has one of thoſe | diotfactz 
which the italians call volto ſenza Jon, 
Yet i is he ſaid to be goodnatured, gene 
rous, and ever ready to ſerve his friend 
and the unfortunate. I have my own! 
difficulty to believe this: for one mul 
have ſome parts to do good; fools am 
incapable of it. In a word, my lady. 
counteſs, by your good leave, the man 
is not one of thoſe whom I love to ſee. 
© Gueſs what I have been doing to-daj. 
I got up at fix in the morning, and went 


6 41 ) 

wailing into the park. among the nigh · 7 +4 
tingales, who paid no attention to my 

dan. I am diſpirited for many reaſons, | 
and begin to perceive: that I have com- 
mitted. A piece of folly in coming to 
rt. The pomp, the grandeur, the 
eaſures of this enchanted land enchant 
me no more: the charm is over, and I 
nd no longer any thing in my heart 
but an immenſe void. which nothing can 
fill. The world is a liar: it promiſes 
; happineſs which' it is unable to beſtow. 
Sometimes I ſeem to think otherwiſe, 
and am pretty chearful : we are mere 
bus of providence. One would 
be apt to pronounce in the human 
heart two meaſures, one of pleaſure, 

e other of rei n ann 

empty and fill. 32 . 8 

The moſt Sanin Ls | is like : me, 
nournful and merry by turns. When 
melancholy predominates with him, I _ 
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have recourſe to ſome little aid 


„ 


and appear content. The divine Jelig 
is always the foul of thoſe petty con 
certs : de conſtitutes for a moment out 
„ as he did that of Paris. H 
never fails to bring back ſerenity int 
the royal mind, and ſo proves often th 
prime movement of the affairs of Eu. 
rope: for a monarch, who refuſes ever 


thing in his dejection, grants every thin 
when the vapor is diſpelled, 


- [4 


As for you, my dear counteſs, you 
are perhaps more equal and more happy. 


But be aſſured that in low or lig 


ſpirits, I love you always with the-ſame 
dents. - Thi 


e count will have the! 
command in ace % defire him to love! 
"Is e PROT 


„ 
LETTER XN. 
To. the marquis of b 
IHE king has juſk granted 2 reg 


i bs former ſerviges, and of. his ohn 
.. Come together and thank, the 
racious 1 and. pay. a viſit to,. your 
Eads. I am thinking alſo, of made · 
noiſelle de Luſſac: 3, but ſhe, is vet too 


oung to to have an abbey. Women, and 


00 dan men; and. theſe humble ue of 
, brit, can reſpect no ahbeſz. with⸗ 


{ her wiſdom muſt ſupply age: bee. 
| des, ſhe will grow old. but too ſoon. 


8 o ſerve You. 


I ment. te hour on, ip conſideration | 


articularly Wh harder to, goxern 8 


ut wrinkles. However, your. daughter | 
Wall nor ſtay till that time, Her virmue, 


I ſalute your logdſhip,. and ſhall. al- | 
ys make it my pride 9. WY, de 5 


1 


To the marchions of CHATELET, 


4.3 is 1 5 niackin; who ought rain 
to thank you for affording me 4 
opportunity of ſerving you in the perl 
ſon of the young count. My value fi 
you and him rendered it a duty, whi 
I have endeavored to diſcharge. _ ? 
Allo me at the ſame time to con 
pliment my ſex upon your honor 
it with talents, of which the men mull 
be jealous. When Newton aſtoniſhd 
Europe by his ſublime diſcoveries, M 
little imagined that a frenchwoma 

lebrated alike for rank and beauty 
ſhould be capable not only of unde 
ſtanding but of expounding him: | 
proof that intellect has no ſex. Whil 
| the ingenious Voltaire ſings you, all 
France admires you, * that a wil 


( 45 ) | 
n who knows nothing, but is full of 
deem for knowlege, preſent to the 


re homage which all Europe v will ſpee- 
ly pay her. &c. 


To the duke of BourLERS. 1747. 

OUR grace has not diſappointed 
ur letter, with an account of the rai- 
ng the ſiege of Genoa. I poſted: 
ly to the king, who has promiſed 
d reward you. You greatly extol the 
onder at that : every man is more con- 


wn habitation. 


Sovernor of Savona, Who refuſed to 


F * 


uſtrious and charming Emilia the ſin- 


my hopes. I have juſt received 


noeſe ; and ſay they backed you with 
ll their power. I do not in the leaſt, 


erned than his neighbor, do defend his 


[his ih eee the 
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„ 

obey the ſenate and give up the platt 
in order to be true to his country. Thy 
action would have been worthy a t- 
man; and yet it was an italian, BY 
genoeſe, that performed it. 

You do well to think of fortifying 
the ſtate- of Genoa againſt any ney 
attempt on the part of the auſtrian, 
and of blocking up the entrance of i 
wever, in ſpite of all your car-s, aul 
the king good intentions, it will be 
difficult to ſecure the tranquillity a 
Italy. Never has it proved practici 
ble, becauſe it is at once the fineſt ul 
feebleſt country in Europe: Tt ha 
ever excited the ambition of the mighty 
powers; and though theft ſhould be 
igelinable to prevent war there, the 
itaftans would themſelves oppoſe fuch 
prevention. As they are poor, they 
ſtand im need of foreign armies, who 
ume among them to cut each others 


1 * 1 


therefore have they always opened to our 
roops, the entrance of that terreſtrial 
aradiſe which is inhabited by demons, 
and called, with ſo mn PAY 
ove of the french, | 

The ſenate has done barely ins 4 


—_ 


ndeed a ſlender honor; but the glory 
you have acquired, and the . of 


e king, are of higher value 


ſt humble reſpefts. Now is he ſure 


hon . 


ha 


throats, and to enrich them. And 


n creating you a noble genoeſe, It is 


If the Infant come over to 3 
hae hk to preſent him with my 


pf 2 ſettlement, and highly is he worthy 
one. Receive, my lord-duke, my 
beſt wiſhes and compliments; no one: 


lately dead, 


1 PF 1 
LETTER NI. 


To the counteſs of 0 E. 
Thank you much for your letter an 
your monkeys. That Raux is a 


admirable fellow © his enamelled figurs 


are coming into faſhion, like the pax 


teens; but they will not be ſo ridiculous 


The poor marchioneſs of Pouange i 


make ky beauty tremble, who noy 


enjoys good health. Two days befor f 
ſhe was at the ball: the moment ſie 


got home, ſhe took her bed, and fl 


into a c dream. dne khere ſaw her mothe 
I of the dead, like! 
great white fantom, beckoning her 1 
follow her. She ſtarted up. terrified, 
called her attendants, and related to! 


them the viſion, which they treated as 


chimera : but ſhe was ſtruck. She nov 


almoſt ſuddenly : this will 


LL. SY 


Sw 
had one feveriſh fit, then another, then 

z third with delirium ; and ſo yielded up 
her lovely ſoul to God, who has, I hope, 
received it graciouſly : for ſhe was wiſe 
and virtuous. The marquis, WhO 
adored her, is inconſolable. I pity not 
the dead, but * es ee 
tender hearts. 

TI read over your inks Wide Fewer 
ſatisfaction, which attends the corre- 
ſpondence of true friends. But I bluſn 
a the compliments you pay me. Eſteem 
me, if you think —— 

1 tell 1 it not me: aur that is mn 

next  faurday at r the — . aw 
be performed, which is-a maſterpiece: 

lt peculiarly ſuits us, being the peculiar | 
of feeling ſouls. © Farewel, cor mio; 
preſerve-your health, — let me em- 
brace "ous 


ON 


E 


1 4 1] 


LETTER. XXII. 
To marſhal BELLISLE. ein 


NENERAL Brown has then 
* been forced to repaſs. the Var, 
and we are obliged to you for it, as well 
as to Don Philip, who on that occaſicg, 
you ſay, expoſed his perſon like a pri 
vate volunteer. I do not wonder at it: 
ke s of the blood of Bourbon. And 
fo the king of Sardinia's fine project d 
iyading Provence, has vaniſhed int 
ſmoke. The french are invincible 
when commanded by afen like you, 
and particularly when, attacked at home; 
this Charles the fifch found long before 

the favoyard, You have avenged the 
death ef your brother : this victory vil 
make the — forge the 1 


France is now triumphant in even 


* 


— 
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engliſh have totally deſtroyed the 


„ 
part of Europe, into which the war hag 


been carried. But alas! at fea the 


wretched remains of our marine, I am 
much afraid that ſo much blood and 
treaſure laviſhed in this war, fo ridicy- 5 
ous in its motives, and ſo cruel in its 
effects, will produce no advantage in 
the end; and that the king will be 
obliged to give up the conqueſts in 
Europe, in order to get back the colo- 
nies. Every time that the engliſh beat 
us on what they call their own element, 
L am in ſome fart ready to curſe the 
memory of cardinal Fleuri. I beg how- 


| ever God's pardon : for he was a prieſt, | 


nomy, have made France loſe every 
remnant of conſideration in quality of 
war nor expence- He had that ſpirit of 
parſimony, * very good in the 
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which is often very pernicious in the 


content. Everybody honors you, and 


fortunate Fouquet been told that his 


= 
management of a private family, but 


management of the great family of the 
ſtate, where one muſt know how to 
ſpend, and even how to loſe upon occa- 
fion. They ſay the engliſh had a great 
value for him: I believe them. He let 

our ſhips rot in our ports for fear of 
provoking them: it was a ſure way of 
pleaſing thoſe honeſt iflanders. The 
adminiſtration of prieſts has ever been 
fatal to France, and perhaps to other 
ſtates. They are made for PIs to 
God, and not for eee men: are 
not you of my opinion? 

Enjoy your health, tharſhal, and be 


I more than anybody. Had the un- 


great grandſon ſhould- be not only a 
great lord, but a great man, he would 
perhaps have more patien: ly ſupported 
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ad wiſh/my country many ſuch men. 
LETTER XXIV. 

To the chevalier de SADE. 1747: 
Inſtantly carried to the king the 
good news you ſent me, and for 
which I ſend you my thanks. He did 
not at firſt expect that ſuch a place as 
Antibes, unfortified, and defended but 
by a, handful of men, could hold out 
four and twenty hours, againſt a nume- 
tous army. Let have you ſtood a ſiege 
of forty days, and at laſt compelled the 
enemy to raiſe it. If this is not the moſt 
important action of the war, it is not 
the leaſt admirable. The king will with 
all ſpeed give you tokens of his eſteem; 
and were he capable of forgetting it, I 
ſhould / promiſe you to put him in 
mind. For my part, chevalier, I ſhall 

=3 


lis conſinement. I ſincerely ſalute you, 


413 1 
always make it my duty to ſerve 
and valor ; and ſo you may judge of my 
ſentiments nn yu. 


3 bs . . = 
LETTER XXV. 1 


25 the count of MAUREPAS. 17% 


Eagerly opened your letter, hoping 
the news of a victory; and it proved 
that of a defeat. This unhappy affair 
finiſhes the remnant of the french ma. 
rine, and baffles all our hopes. There 
is however ſome ground of conſolation: 
Mr. de la Jonquiere fought like a man 


of ſpirit: but alas! he had to do with Wt 
engliſhmen. It may be ſaid that every if « 
ching is loſt, fave honor. I do no: 
believe that theſe continual ſucceſſes of Will 
the enemy have any example in hiſtory: Wl 
to the enemy alone it is that fortune is | 
not inconſtant. There are at this day if! 


but two great nations in Europe : on 


"7 


= - 4 9p.1 
Wh cms deſtined to poſſeſs Ae 
the ſea, the * We land: we 
muſt take patience. | 
| foreſce neee e 
make a ſhamefal peace, and to give us 
the conqueſts in Flanders. The diſtreſa 
of the kingdom, the difficulty of ma- 
alles, ha have bath more money and 
more patience, will render it quickly 
Jof planting flowerdeluces an the ram- 
parts of Amſterdam. To tell you the 
truth, I do not believe a word of it, and 
even I do not defire it. That conqueſt, 
ſuppoſing it poſſible, would be highly 
hazardous. Lewis XIV, who made it, 
was almoſt as ſoon obliged to abandon 
it. He reaped from it no other advan- 
tage than the vain honor of caufing ; 
hy aſs to be publicly fail at Utrecht: 


= 
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A 


11 
a good leſſon: to his ſucceſſor. I am in 
the firm perſwaſion that the reign of 
Lewis XV. will never be that of con- 
queſts. The french of the preſent age | 
are very different from thoſe of the laſt. 
I fay again, peace is indiſpenſable to us 
Our marine is deſtroyed; we ar 
drained of men and money; and ve 
have powerful enemies. vou, fir, 
who hold the firſt place in council, 
and who by every light of experience ſo 
well deſerve it, do your beſt to reſtor: 


to the french that peace they ſo much 
need, and which is the moſt precio 
bleſſing a | king can beſtow * 
is loving ſubjects, ene 1 


LETTER XXVI. 


To the marchioneſs of SAUSSAY. 


Have been happy theſe eight days 
: L thar is, all the time I have been in- 


* 


„5 
dulged with your company ? now L am 
wretched as uſual. Nay, I can tell you, 
to the ſcandal of the great ones of the 
earth, that, notwithſtanding my favor 


andthe eſteem of a potentate, I am ſome- 


times on the point of forſaking the 
court, and ſeeking ſolace in retreat with 


ws friends. But my weakneſs withholds 


: hate Ways world, and. e 


= it. 


How do you like he new. 8 


dhe is not handſom; bur ſhe has ſenſe, 
grace, and that certain ſomewhat which 
| pleaſes more than beauty. Her illuſ- 


trious conſort is a devotee : we ſhall 
ke whether ſhe will not cure him of 
that diſtemper of little ſouls, - which 
never fails to make a prince à perſe- 
cutor, and his ſubjects ſlaves, I kn 
no great king that ever was a bigot: - 
the good Henry IV. was not one. Let 

us love God and virtue, and DIgotr) 
kave to monks. + 


491 
The dauphineſs has brought with hy 
a german jeſuit, ycleped father Croul, 
who is her confeſſor: the greateſt fo 
perhaps, and dulleſt animal ever im 
ported from the holy german empin 
Yet has ſhe an extreme confidence h 
him; which makes me . _ 
ching. | 
But, on the abject of the dzuphil 
I never perhaps exhibited to you a ſceng, 
which paſt not long ſince at Verſailles 
A woman of Paris, with child, took 1 
longing to embrace that young prince 
who is indeed beauteous as lone 
An officer took upon him to introdue: 
ber: but the dauphin, ſeing her brat 
uncovered, turned his back upon het, 
and himſelf threw the door in her face, 
Tou fee that bigotry has almoſt made 
him a brute. WS: x 


1 wes yeſterday ſurpriſed to ſee the 
young dauphineſs with bracelets of the 


2 


[91 

ceaſed infanta, and even her miniature 
mong them. The dauphin deſired her 
b wear wht ſurely gives her no great 
Jeafure, A gallant conduct trulß) 
It rains inceſſant, and I cannot get 
ut to take the air. I am reduced there- 
to keep my apartment, and to 
ö my pigeons. But wherever I am, 
ee eee I ceaſe not to think 
ff you, IO Fee a,” 


- 53S 3 S = 2 


nh E T T E * XXVIL 
* the Jome. 1747. 


TAVE you read the 'cataſtrepize.of 
11 the tyrant of Perſia, the fa- 
mous Thamas Kouli-kan ? He was maſ- 
cred in his palace by his guards. That 
man, fo noted for his courage and for 
Ind crimes, has ſhared che fate be de- 
ſerved : a fine leſſon for the ambitious. 
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ſure. One appointed caterer poiſon 


companions, and become ſole heir y 
took the reſolution of aſſaſſinating hun. 
which they executed upon his retun 


brought. They there found the deay 


chimera! how ſincerely do I deſi 


treat with us as with the vanquiſhed 
The conferences of Breda have hithem 
produced only a number of fine ſpeeche 


aud compliments: yet we live in hops 


{ 60 } 
the proviſions, in order to get rid of Mie 
the treaſure. Theſe at the ſame uin ei 


through the ſame motive; a reſoluti 


and then fell a devouring what he hu 


they fairly earned: true emblem of the 
conſequences of ambition. Vanity « 
vanities! human grandeur, pompou 


thee ! but alas! I have not 1 the cou 
rage to hate the. 
We are ſtill . of x peace. The 


king makes highly-reaſona | 
t the engliſh laugh at them, and wil 


- 


1 6 3 

When you write to the lovely mar- 
vis, tell him not to expoſe: himſelf ſo 
niſhly, for your ſake and that of his 
ends: guns have no reſpect of per- 
ns. Farewel: I am ſetting out for 
arli: it is a charming place; but your 
would — it more ſo. Ke. 
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LETTER XX VIII. 


To mr. fARGBENSON. 1747. 
| HE engliſh have then renewed 
their treaty with the ruſſian 'ſa- 
ges, by which the latter engage to 
miſh them with thirty thouſand men 
r their pay: they are like the ger- — 
an princes, any - body's friends for = 3 Oh J 
y. I know not, however, what the = 
ies will make of thoſe barbarians. The 
Ing of Pruſſia will not let them paſs 
ch impunity, and I dare ſay that, if 
er they come into Flanders, they muſt 
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1 1 
is hardly practicable; or make 


trip on a milſtone, ae great Sj 


Nicolas. 
Meantime, I look upon thoſe alliangy 
with the ruſſians as of a very danger 
tendency. That nation, which a hy 
dred years ago was no more knon 
in the reſt of Europe than the luf 
round the ſouthern pole, will gradual 
train to military diſcipline, in the ſenig 
of the powers that employ her. 


Ca 4 4/5 an 


were — to an 


of barbarians, iſſuing from the c 
of. Siberia. and eommanded 0. al 
ld overwhelm Eun 


From ſuch a deluge God preſerve u 


I do not love politics: but ſince 
Cingularity of. my fortune renders f 
Rudy ele far rac, I ey 


( 2 
ine the only two requiſites, inte- 


ar for it, nor you capacity to 2 je 1 ; 
uch it me. | 1 | | 
I am, &c. 


"LETTER INDE... vn 


To the counteſs of NOAILLES. 1748. 


LOW do you- paſs your time, my 
dear friend? Are you happy and 
wen: ? For my part, I am miſerable, 
6 ſore that if. there be any happinels 
earth, it is not in courts. we avatf 
ok for it. One would think this the 
we of Tn where honeſt 
"og never chears. I ſind only falſe 
; falfe pleaſures, and falſe friends, 
o would ſtifle while they emhracs 
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( 64 ) 
me. I do all. I can to divert my melays 


© choly: but pleaſure is a gift of G0 
which he never vouchſafes to ambition 


It is no more poſſible for me to ie 


merry, than for my lady Percival to H 


a beauty and a wit. 

I thank you for your cantataes; i 
muſic andthe words are alike beautiful; 
but at preſent I am not in a jor 


humor. 


Have you been at Martin's to ſee i 


ne coach, as you threatened ? | 
warned him not to ſpoil it by laſcivio 

_ - pictures, which the decent cannot i 

without a bluſh. It is however tal 


reigning faſhion but I ſcorn 
faſhion : the rational will value me t& 


more. The king has made me a preſa 


of ſix beautiful barbs : kind prin 


bow worthy to be loved! 


But pray, is it true that the princel 


el Conti, being t'other day at mals it 


1 
e Theatines', a poor blind man came 

) aſk alms of her, bewailing that he 
ud loſt the joys of tbis world; upon 
Fhich ſhe turned to the count of Cler- 
nont, and faid : Can the fellow be a 
1b? A pretty briſk reflexion; eſpe· 5 
7 in a church ! 
| yeſterday received the viſit of the 
fair dutcheſs, who ſaluted me on your 
Wart, and I embraced her for her trouble. 
ou have not then forgot me? nor 
ww it will be eight and twenty 
next ſunday ſince there came into 

e world a certain Perſon 2 to 
e you eternally. 

1 beg my - beſt den to madam 
de Nanteuil, and am after all very hap- 
py to have friends like you. &. 


* 


F 
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LETTER Xxx. 


To the count 4 ARGENSON, 


Memorial has been preſented 1 

me for the eſtabliſhment of 
military ſchool, and I forward it g 
you, as & matter of your department, 
It is not, as cardinal Dubois ſaid of ty 
projects of the abbe de S. Pierre, 44 
ariat-dreem - but to me is, appears g 
Iftirution- equally practicable and ub 
ful. The provinces are full of pa 
gentlemen, who live in the mot aby 
diftreſs.: they might be greatly reliew 
by having their children educated ſu 
the ſervice of their King and country 
The french .-nobility is (perhaps) th 
braveſt in Europe, and all ages hat 
confeſſed what it could perform. BU 
our poor hobbies, who. have nothing bit 
their ſword and their ſpirit, are loſt s 

2- 


a)! 
| ſtate, becauſe, not having the means 


— . I think thavefeie than 


lair chibiren, merits ſome attention. 
Were there ſteadily kept up a body of 
bye or fix thouſand young men care- 
fully educated by the ableſt maſters in 
ll parts of the military art, this would 


* 


82 


Nom {kill would ſupply experience, 
Band far ſuperior to thoſe. powdered mon- 
kiys who preſent themſelves daily: at 
zur office, with no other elaim to a 
nancy than a little 1 and a 


hab of prefutndons. . 
| have not yet ſpoke t6 the wo 


az = & © 


= 


= 


with wiſdom and import 


FS; 


that we are at war with the engliſh, and 


=D 
— 


F 2 


f ſerving as officers, they diſdain to 


x ſcheme of making them uſeful in 


form a nurſery of good officers, | in 


this plan, which appears to me replete 
I would 
firſt have your opinion. Older, fir; 


that we ſhall almoſt always be fo through 
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"1 68 1 
the rivalry and antipathy of the twy 
nations. They are the only enemies 
that France has to fear, and againf 
whom ſhe cannot too effectually Prepar 
herſelf. We make war with other nz 
tions for glory, but with the engliſh fy 
our exiſtence. We cannot therefor 
take too many precautions againft ſuch 
rivals, who will at all events hold th! 


balance of Europe, and who by thei 
valor and riches are far more formidabl 
than ever was the houſe of Auſtria, |} 


I beg of you to remember the link 
Saint-Mark, of whom you had already 
2 hint. If you examine him, you wil 
find him worthy of ſerving the king 
and will grant the employment he fil 


licits rather to his merit than to ny 


25 I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXXL 


To mr. de CHEVERT, lieutenant- general. 
Hare obtained for you, ſir, that little 


government you deſired, and the 
preference has excited many murmurs 


among your rivals; which would have 


given me the higher opinion of you, 
though marſhal Saxe had not beſides 
often mentioned you as one ok the belt . 
officers in the army. It was objected 

that you were a ſoldier of fortune, a 
man of no birth. That is preciſely what 
makes you more valuable : your merit 
is perſonal, that - of others is foreign to 
them, I ſhall ever deem it my duty to 


ſerve you, and all like you; and ſo will 


it be ſeen that a woman accuſed with 
ſuch rancor and injuſtice, knows how 
to honour merit and virtue. Come and 
ank the king before you ſet out. he 
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his own intereſt as well as the art d 
war: let us alſo endeavor to undes 


negotiation would come to nothing, and 


| 1 9 1] 
ſhall alſo ſee you with pleaſure, by 
upon condition that you * not me 
at all. I am, &c. 


LETTER XXXI. 
To the count d ARGENSON. 1746, 


H1S new ſtep of the king d 
Pruſſia gives me pleaſure, by 
does not ſurpriſe me. He underſtand 


ſtand ours. I foretold that the ſwedil 


my prediction has been accompliſhed: 
the ſwedes have loſt their glory in gait 
ing their liberty. They were the terron 
of the north, while the ſlaves of thei 
kings. No that they are froe, they ar 
no longer any thing: which ſeems it 
prove, that liberty is, fo to ſay, a pec: 


f 


N 

bar food which agrecs not with every 
ſtomach. No more does it agree with 
us: the french require a maſter, and. 
ne happy in having a good one. 

have juſt received a petition from a 
commiſſary, and remit it to you, thoſe 
affairs moving in your ſphere. He com- 
plains that marſhal Saxe is too levers, 
becauſe, doubtleſs, he does not permit 
thoſe honeſt folks to rob at diſcretion. 


greedy fellows, who elume to trouble 
the government with their petty intereſts. 
When the king ſends a ſhip to China, 
does he mind whether the mice be at 
their caſe 2. | 

Here is a youth of good family, who 
has been recommended to me. I paſs. 
by his pleaſing figure, to mention only 
the main point, that he is a brave fel- 
| low and fit for real ſervice. I ſhould be 
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glad you did r e * — and! 
dire you ys | 


LETTER XXXIII 
To mademoiſelle ALEXANDRIN A. 174 


Have received a letter about you, 

that grieves me. They ſay you ar 
haughty and imperious with your com- 
. Panions, and that you begin to gron 
untractable. Why do you afflict your 
mother's heart ? Why drive her to the 
fad neceſſity of chiding you? Had I not 
| earneſtly recommended to you to be 
mild, modeſt, and affable, as the on) 
means of pleaſing God and men? Have 
you ſo ſoon forgot my injunctions? 
Have you a mind to make me bluſh 
for you? I hope you will mend you 
manners for my ſake as well as yout 
own, So no more lofty airs : they be. 
come no one, and ſtil] leſs * than, 


[ 73 1 


another. If I have you ved hs. © 


princeſs, forget not how far you are 
from being one. - The ſame fortune 
which raiſed me ge gps and ren- 
der me the moſt wretched of women; 
in which caſe you would 997 like me, | 
2 mere nothing. 

Farewel, my dear child, you know 
that I breath only for you, and that 
for you alone I love life. If you pro- 
mile me to amend, I pardon and em- 
brace you. ae. | | e 


5 LETTER XXXIV. 
To the lady-abbeſs of sr. anTONY. 1748. a 


J Reſpectfully received your moſt ſerene 

. highneſſes letter, and I wiſh I could 
ſolace or ſerve you. But I can do no- 
thing in the affair, which has been 
repreſented to the king in the moſt 
odious light. Vou are accuſed of play- 
ng the tyrant to- your nuns. You are 
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troubleſome, eſpecially to a perſon & 


| ( 74 J 
ſaid to bathe every morning in a tub 
full of milk, which you make then 
drink when you have done. Th 
were unworthy a princeſs of the blood 
of Bourbon, and I do not believe it," 
But unfortunately it is believed hen, 
and the king is highly provoked. k 
has therefore been reſolved to take from 
you the government of your young 
ladies. However, your revenue is pr. 
ſerved to you; ſo that, to take the ma. 
ter rightly, I ſhould rather be tempted 
to compliment than to pity you. The 
charge of a hundred and fifty girls, ere 


pecviſh and diſcontented, is exceeding 


your rank. I moſt humbly thank you 
for the confidence you have been ples 
ſed to repoſe in me: T have endeavorel F 
to approve myſelf worthy of it. If! 
have not been able to ward off the com- 
ing ſtorm, I have at leaſt been happſ 


„ 1 
enough to mitigate its effects, as you 
vill quickly learn. My profound re- 
ſpect for you and for the illuſtrious 
blood whence you ſpring, conſtituted 
this a duty which I have zealouſly la- 
bored to fulfil. I am, &c. 


fo the marchioneſs of s Auss Al. 1748. 


HAT have you done W | 

de Fronlai? She complains . 
loudly of you. Should friends fall out ? 
She has not told me the particulars of 
your quarrel: but I rake upon me to 
make it all up, provided you have not 
called her zg, which never is 2 


among women. 
The king . 
Compicgne, and I am to follow him. 


1 carry everywhere the ſame melan- 


 F3 
choly : it is eaſier to change ones); 
than ones humor. Who was that imper. 
tinent that called out, upon ſeing me 
walk along with marſhal Saxe: Bebol 


the king's ſword and his ſcabbard ? This 


wretched pleaſantry has run through all 


Paris, and ſo muſt have reached you 


with the reſt. I wiſh I knew the author, 


not in order to puniſh him, for ſuch 


nonſenſe offends not me; but to beg of 
him to mingle more wit and decency i 
his jokes. 

I entreat you in my hee to go and 
ſee the pictures of mr. de Renuſſon, and 
to purchaſe for me what you pleaſe: | 
refer it entirely to your taſte. But there 
1s particularly one piece which I ſhould 
be glad to have; and that is the rape of 
Proſerpine : let it not eſcape. Such is 
my firſt commiſſion : the ſecond, with 


which I charge you ſtill more exprelsly, 


is to take care of your health, and 1 


„ 
ore me always. Farewel, my dear: I 
wiſh and hope to ſee you at Compiegne: 


oli 

hi LETT E R XXXVI. 

a To the dutcheſs of DURAS. 1748. 
ou 

* OU aſk me what I am doing, 
* my lady-dutcheſs. I am languiſh- 
dag, and loving you always in the old 


os: it is rather that of tears, at leaſt 
nd me. 1 ſhed ſome to-day of indigna- 
cos, at ſeing my friends, thoſe whom I 


have ſerved with my utmoſt power, join 


ud and in hand againſt me. This ſhall not, 
- of however, hinder me from doing good, 
\ is eurſuant to the ſaying of a philoſopher : 


lite thy fingers. 


tributed to the riſe: of a certain per- 
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that day will be moſt pleaſing to me. &c. 


way, I once imagined fooliſhly the 
court to be the abode of ſmiles and 
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Give the dogs to eat, though * AT | 


| repent, however, of 3 g con- 


1 = 
ws, who is equally incapable 
ſerving the king and- of feeling gra 
tude: but then I did not know him. | 
You have doubtleſs heard of on: 
Chamillard, whom Lewis XIV. made 
ſecretary at war, becauſe he played vel 
at billiards. I have done pretty neath 
the fame thing for that fellow: he had 
no other merit than that of an enter. 
taining manner, and is 18881 ſecretay 
of ſtare. 
There is, according to my way d 
thinking, one great abuſe. in all govern 
ments : every member of adminiſtration 
ought to be fixed in his poſt, without 
hope of riſing : neither juſtice elſe nor aq 
plication can be expected from him. H 
cannot diſcharge the duties of the offi 
to which he has the ambition tg, aſpit,il 
becauſe he has not yet attained it; 0 
thoſe of that which he occupies, becail 
he has a deſign to quit it. The man 
queſtion confirms my remark. 


„ 
The dutcheſs of Parma is expected 
and I hope her preſence will bring 


* "Whack gaicty into this court, where no 
one Were laughs but from the teeth outward. 
ud Arbe king ſaid to me yeſterday : I have 
wel 


any a flatterer,, and not @ friend. Such 
the misfortune of princes : . | 
„but ſeldom beloved. 
| The young count came and thanked 
e for the regiment he has obtained. 
| is true I dropt a hint in his favor; 
but his own merit ſaid much more. He 
IE of great actions like a man who 
þ capable of performing them. 

| ſhall fee you perhaps next week at 


R to a little feaſt. It will be che feaſt 
off le frienddhip, and confequently full of 


delight. Farewel, my dear dutcheſs : 
Il your fair hands. 


1 8 J 
LETTER XXXVII. 
T 0 the marchioneſs of FONTENAILLE, 
174, 
Tur. court is a ala clime for for 
getting the unfortunate : there ix 

no more talk of the poor pretender, ng 
does a ſoul perhaps pity him beſide 
myſelf. They ſay he is going to take 
a trip into Germany, that land of prid 
and poverty, where he will find at evey 
ſtep princes and beggars. He has 
grand project in his head. I wiſh 
may fucceed, but without expecting it 
the unfortunate have no friends. Th 
king has ordered him bills of exchange 
for ſix hundred thouſand livres. I wik 
with all my heart that may help to com 
fort him, if, however, a little monq 
can comfort for the loſs of a throne. 
At length the little marquis has ob 
tained his wiſh, He was ſupple and 


* 


1 


thoſe who laughed at him, and thank- 


way of ſucceeding at court! 
When J conſider the meanneſſes, the 


re inpertinence, and the cringing ſoul of 
not moſt courtiers urtiers, I make a great difference 
eſ Ml betw great men and great lords. Theſe, 


\ 


take 1 I deſpiſe, tire me to death: the 
pride es ue 0 the; but they are rare, 
ever and ] ſee few of them. I pity kings for 
a5 being ſurrounded with thoſe gilded mon- 


thoſe of Angola. Courts, which the 
fooliſh, vulgar regard with' ſo much envy, 
ought to excite nothing but compaſſion, 
Tother day the abbe de la Tour-du- 


to ſee us at Verſailles, and, on being 
Ibave, ſaid he, a defeription 0 


to make, and 1 come bither ” vais notes 
G 


wing, like a ſpaniel, complimenting 


ing thoſe who abuſed him. The true 


keys, as daſtardly and miſchievous as | 


pin, preacher to the pretty girls, came 


ded what had brought hini.thither; 


hater bd. 
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2 devotees, and they are the worſt 


( W..? 

Poor man! if the exceſſes of the moſ 
fatal and meaneſt paſſions, envy, hatred 
rage, deſpair; if the furies and th 
crimes of ambition can give an image 
of, paradiſe, he may come hither at auf 

As I intereſt myſelf in whatever con 
cerns you, I give you joy .on-the-aflaj 
of Boulogne. The, parliament was um 
nimouſly for you; which proves that 
juſtice is not blind: nor am 1, in de 


4 E T T E R. XXVII. 
Tu nbe aul, of rue ar. T8, 


Have always 1 en 
mies: ſome I actually have among 


A holy man of that ſtamp, who 
Ys hs book | haps the. heart of 


1 43 1 


mon, poſted himſelf yeſterday in the. 
as the king was returning from 
3 2 himſ-if at his feet, and 
pteſented a petition, which the monarch 
received wich his uſwal goodneſs, and 
then came to read it in my apartment. 
* conchafled ns: . nouunce 1 
I Panpadeur af — be 2 
u ſoan as peifille: at hersuiſe his auenging 
hand will fudgenty fretch itſelf farth aver 
ww kingdaw, and puniſh your Jubjetts far 
be cueakneſs of their fav. bis 
infolence deferved perhaps drach, or at 
kaſt perpetual impriſonment. But the 
elt of prinoes acted hke himſelf upon 
be occaſion. He ordered · the meſſenger 
from heaven to be called, and contented 
himſelf with ſaying to him: Friend, go 
get yourſelf blooded, and recover your 
brains; for I denounce to you in the name 
of good-ſenſe, that you are mad. 


Tt, £ 
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1 

For my part, I do not believe hin 
mad, but a dangerous hypocrite, ſent 
not from God, but from certain perſon 
whom I deſpiſe and do not fear. Such 
was my adventure, u : what ly 
you to it? 

Do you know that I "Ir 0 the 
hotel d Evreux? For I muſt have 
houſe in Paris. But I am going to pul 
it down, and to build another more u 
my mind. The folly of building i 
everywhere laughed at: I again appron 
vaſtly that ſame folly, which gives bread 
to ſo many wretches. My delight i 
not to contemplate gold, but to diffuſe 
it. I am ſure you think with me. Le 
us love each other always, and 'ſcom 


the 
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LETTER XX N 
.- if the. ſame. | 1748. 


0 not at all like your Governeſs 

of honeſt Lachzuſſce, becauſe that 
comedy is no comedy, making us cry 
nſtead of making us laugh. This falſe 
weeping kind is ridiculous, and ſhocks 


probability. However, it 'comes into 


faſhion,. becauſe it is caſier to ſwell into 


| the ſentiments of tragedy than to joke 


with grace. The comic genius died with 
Moliere. . 
Another fault of the french Fw 
is, that it exhibits only perſons of high 
life, as if all men were marquiſſes. An 
author would think himſelf degraded, 
f he brought upon the ſtage citizens 
and merchants, The engliſh bring cob- 
ers upon it, and there I much approve 
them. Comedy is the picture of men, 
ad a cobler i is a man like another. 8 
n 


A third = is, that our comic 
writers attack only the ridicylous : vice 
were their fitter object. A ridiculoy 
character does no harm, and makes w 
laugh: but a vicious n 4 ford and 4 
maul. | 
Yer I will. hn ak fie: recs; bs 
cauſe I promiſed it; and ſhall'take you 
up in paſſing, We ſhall afterwards re 
turn hither, if: you pleaſe ; where me 
Lewis XIV. called a midnight.” — 
my dear; I love always equally yout! 
good hear and dend, a 
* the dutcheſt d x TES. 
HY do not you come and 10 


me? The pteſetice of a friend} 
is almoſt the only pleaſure to which! 


am ſenſible. Everybody talks to ii 
ef you; everybody ſes you: ala 
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We 


nobody who knows to love like me. 


K. 1 7 3 


ts 1 


how happy is that ſame everybody ! But 
do what you will, madam, you will find 


You ſay you love me tenderly, and I 
am ſure you do: that is whas. makes 
me ſupport with patience the pomps and 
vanities of the court. Fortune, which 
has raiſed me, may turn her back : but 


there is one bleſſing which it is not in 


b your friendſhip. This is the true 
ban of Life, far better than that of Le 
Lievre. I hear ſome noiſe at my door: 
lay, my dear dutcheſs; 1 ſhall be wih 
you again in a moment. ; 
It was that old hunks the controuler- 
general, bringing me money. But for 
that I ſhould have rated him ſoundly, 
for. interrupting me when writing to you. 
How does the duke? He is already 
ling of the peace, and will, I hope, 
ins long: for I do not love war. Fare-' 
”" Ms 
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wel: when will .you come and em, 
brace me ? &c. 


"Þ E TE E R XLI. 
To the duke of x IVE RNOTS. 1749, 


| Approve no more than you this 
whim of the cardinal de Tencin, 


with regard to the duke of Vork; and 


wonder at the weakneſs of that prince 
in conſenting to it. He was not bom 
to be a prieſt, but to ſupport the pre- 
tentions of his brother to the throne «> 
England, and ſucceed to it in caſe of 

demiſe, But now is he dead himſelf by 


| his acceptance of a red hat; and that 


ynfortunate houſe, which has coſt 0 
much blood and treaſure to France, is 
about to become the ſport of Europe. 


I hate that old Tencin for his blunder; 
but he and all the prieſts are like eunuchs, 


who would have all men like themſelves 


| -.F 89 * 

He perceived not how uſeful the preten- 
tions of the Stuart-family were to France 
in caſe of war with the engliſh. They 
were a bugbear,. which never failed to 


| ſpread terror among them. Be this as 


it may, the miſchief is done, and the 
king is reſolved to give his new emi- 


nence the firſt rich abbey that ſhall be- 


come vacant: of which you may venture 
to aſſure him, 1 pity that unhappy 
family, which has been ſo many ages 


the ſport of fortune. France, which 
has ever been the refuge of unfortunate 


princes, will not abandon theſe. If ſhe 


cannot reſtore them to the throne of 


their anceſtors, at leaſt ſhe will ever 


lend them the means of living with 
dignity, and in a manner en their 


rank. 


The nuns of St. Gr AY begged me 
them a ſacred body to put 
chapel they have built. Will 


to obtain 
into a 
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W my lord- duke, to charge 
yourſelf with this good work. The coun 
af Rome is no niggard of ſuch preſent, 
and will grant you one without ſcruple, 
But beware of ſending thoſe good girl 
a faint with two bandy legs like the 8. 
Olive of the capuchin ſiſters, I cannot 


help laughing when I write you this: it 


is a pleaſant commiſſion for an ambaſl- 


dor and a philoſopher. 

The clergy of France grow more and 
more turbulent: had they the upper- 
hand, they would revive the dragonadu 
of Lewis XIV. But thanks to heaven, 
our molt chriſtian king is neither a deyo- 
tee, nor a perſecutor. He has, he ſays, 
no power over the conſciences, and wants 
none. Good prince! For my part, | 
hate intolerating pocſts z and were | 
. I woyld perſecute none but 
perſecutors. Von think with me, oy 


| Jord.dukez; and! pray you, in the name | 


= 2 TT 


= «a > P32. 
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5 

of reaſon and humanity, to bring the 
mirigues to light at Rome, and to 
quench the firſt ſparks of that holy war 
which they ſo much long to kindle. 
I defire you will preſent my tender 
he is a very valuable woman, though 
in italian, I command you: to keep 
good health, CA a eds 
Sn: I am, &c. 


LETTER XIII. 


To the count de FRISE. 1750+ 


Ul. France mourns with you, the 
| loſs of the great man who has 
done her ſo much honor. He was old, 


country alone is to be pitied, that has Jolk = 
her defender. All true frenchmen are 


n aſſiction: che king, who. partakes ity 


therefore a deliverance. to him. The 7 | 


1 92 ] 
is deſirous to give you marks of his 
eſteem for marſhal Saxe, and to honor 
him even after his death in his nephey, 
He allows you the caſtle of Chambord 
with all its dependencies, and the ſame 
privileges your late uncle enjoyed. As 
to the funeral ſolemnity, he will defray 


it in a manner worthy of himſelf, and 


of the heroe whom he regrets. Gladly 
would he have given him a place in the 
ſepulture of the kings of France. But 
as the marſhal died a lutheran, the pre. 


judices of our religion do not permit 


the gracious prince to beſtow on him 
this laſt proof of his gratitude. He 
will therefore be interred, according to 
his deſire, in the temple of St. Thomas 


at Straſburg; nor do I doubt but, in 


the conveyance of the ſad remains of that 
great man, the people will eagerly croud 
the way to pour upon his memory, ſuch 

tears as were ſhed for marſhal Turenne, 


1 93 J 
For my part, ſir, I ſhall ever honor 
tim in you, and I dare ſay you will 


* 


a one day reſemble him. When any 
4 opportunity ſhall offer of promoting 
dhe pour ſervice, I beg you will indulge no 
oe in the pleaſure of obliging you pre- 
1 ferably to her who is fo ſincerely, &c. 1 
4 LETTER XLHI. 

i av; de la BLAus SEA 1749. 


Suppoſe you {fill at Paris. The mo- 
ment you receive this note, do not 
fail to carry two hundred louis-d'ors. to 
the encloſed addreſs, and aſſure the per- 
on to whom you deliver them of my 
entire eſteem. The diſtreſs of the times 
prevents my doing better; but I hope to 
lie the pleaſure of obliging that perſon 
t {Woore folidly another time. Till I can 
4 be happy, I ſhall think of ſome place 
h Wi that may ſuit. dec. | 
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LETT E, R XIIV. 
To the dutcheſs d KR EES. 1740, 
1 Yeſterday ſaw the count, who made 
{ me compliments for you and for 
himſelf, He aſſured me you were well, WW 
which is the main matter: for I Ire 
my friends. F 
Wie have juſt received „an f 
news. The brave Maurice lies deal i 
kis caſtle of Chambord: this loſs | 58 
public m misfortune. 


The late marſhal Villars, upon hea: | 
ing that the duke of Berwick had ben 
killed at the ſiege of Philipſburg, vl 
Laid to have cried out: That has en il 


been à lucky man. Poor Saxe has nd 
had this heroic good-fortune ; but hu 
died in his bed like an old woman; 
and, like mr. de Catinat, believing no- 
—_ and CO hoping woeking 
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Ihave had occaſion to ſee him often, 
nd think I have thoroughly traced his 
character. He was great only at the 
head of an army: everywhere elſe he 
had the littleneſſes of vulgar ſouls: 
which brings into my mind the ſaying 
if la Bruyere, that It is difficult to be @ 
be in the eyes of ones valet- de- chambre. 
„ d:bauches have Killed him, rather 
tan age or fatigue; nor was he very 
Klicate in his pleaſures. The two laſt 
years of his life, he was a walking coarle, 
8 little elfe than the name. How- 

in ſpite of all his failings, which 
3 of humanity, he was 
great man, to whom France os per- 


be buried at St. £4 ha the 

prieſts ſay he was a heretic. For my 

part, I love ſuch heretics, and wiſh.God 

yould ſend us ſuch another. I lou 
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you too, my lady-dutcheſs ; but 10 
not ſee you often enough. I am, &c. 


LETTER XL. 
To the ſame. 


ALLING upon you yeſterday 
* I was told you were at the Palaa 
royal *. I. flew. thither and found yay 
not. The dutcheſs was occupied in 
manner that our fair ones of Paris would 
hold fupremely ridiculous : gueſs hoy, 
She was embroidering ruffles for he 
beloved duke. There is a certain prin 
ceſs in Homer, who goes to the wel 
to waſh' the ſhirts of her brothers, and 
complains that they are too dirty. But 
in thoſe ſimple times, the Princeſſes had 
hands of country-laſſes ; which is nt 
the ien now. The durchels hou 


Deer Hodging oth 
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ne abundance of kin | 2 
ed of you in the manner you deſerve. 
[ſaw with a certain vanity that ſhe: 
eteems you as much as I do, and I; © 9 
etcem her the more. it g 18 2 
| have ſeen the wretched rapſody = 
upon marſhal Saxe. Were he yet alive, 2 
he would bluſh at the flat and ridiculous. . = 
manner in which he is praiſed. For _—_ 
my part, I believe that thoſe only, who x 
ae capable of imitating great men, are YH 
capable of praiſing them; and I take 
e encomium of a fool as an affront... —_ 
But, on the ſubje& of poor Saxe, ae ll 
had ſometimes peculiar notions. On my. — al 
him one day why he had never 
married, Madam, ſaid : b: 
wo goes, there are few men to ubm 
ould wiſh to be father, and few Women! - 2 
ts whom I could wiſh to be conſort, - 4g =” A 
auer was not ' gallant, yet is 1 
without ſome ray of reaſon. He fai 
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moreover, that a wife was not 


of luggage for a ſoldier. In ſp 


to be honored. 


here to have next ſa 


ion of Mabomet. 
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you may) 


there 


all that, he kept girls, who at laſt proyed 


the death of him; and 
that gave him the finiſhing ſtroke 


ne 
him alſo better th 
much the worſe for him: that does not 


talents ought 
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I may 


perhaps forgive him. Farewel, my dear 
O 
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ſhape, 


valuable 
ul, if 
du 
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hu 


in 


re me to death, and whom I de- 


If he repent, and 
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Id think that 


i 
ne wou 


fled me in order to leave me a prey 
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aim 
devil. 
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heſs, and be always che 
nould be always beautiful 
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ſhould ever have any thing to fa 
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other. 


kave ſome t 
of the fair ones who have deſigns 


the king's heart 
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Did not 1 


afwer full of moderation. 
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you 
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where: he finds you always in ambyf 
>  cade to ſurprize him, and that makes 
us laugh. For this I beg. your pardon, Ml 
. madam ; one ought rather to pity fol 
than laugh at it. You now go farther, 
| and inſult me by a letter, void alike of 
- ſenſe and of juſtice, as if I were the 
only obſtacle in the way of your am- 
5 bition, I have the misfortune, madam 
not to know all your merit; and though 
53 you have done your beſt to make i 
- known. to the moſt chriſtian king, be | 
knows no more of it than myſelf. 
| You are the wife of a rich and valu- 
able man: endeavor to pleaſe him only, 
8 But if you are outrageouſly bent upon 
= pleaſing a prince, carry on the fine pro. 
"= ject peaceably, . without taking umbrage 
at me, who have not the honor to knoy 
©. you, nor the ſagacity to value you. 
1 This is the firſt time I have taken -the 
= liberty to write to you; it will alſo k 
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£5: 208: 1 
tielaſt; Charity has dictated this epiſtle; 
nd, if the folly of a woman is not an 
incurable diſtemper, I wiſh it may _ 
Tins effect : being &c. =. 


15 E T T ER XLVII, 
To ur. CAMP PBEL 


Am proud of the remembrance of 
prince Edward, and gratified by all 
your politeneſſes; but I am afraid the 
thing he meditates will be attended with 
difficulty. I ſhall, however, do my ut- 
moſt. to ſerve him, through eſteem for 
lim and regard for his illuſtrious houſe. 
The king, who was with much reluc- 
forced to force him away, will 
yer abandon his intereſts ; and of this 


108 
——_ may aſſure him. His marriage 
, 1 mh the princeſs of Modena would be 


ſmall equivalent to his pretentions, 


2 would at leaſt afford him a  ſertle= | 
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- ment. Nothing will here be neglected 
= that can promote it. He has done ſo 
: bc much for us, that we are bound in gra 
= titude to do ſamewhat for him. There 
are ſome, even of this country, who 

ſtick not to ſay that the king never had 
any ſerious intention to reeſtabliſh hin 
= on the throne of his anceſtors, and that 
. he ſent him into Scotland only fot i 
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3 engliſh, To my certain 


40 theſe people tell a ly. France 
| could not befriend him, as ſhe wiſhyd, 
= the enemy was maſter of the ſea, ſo thit 


i: vas impeſſible to carry over into Bi 
ua de troops defined to ſupport hi 
= - cauſe. In a new war (for the two ns 
tions, whoſe hatred is reciprocal, ca 


not live long in peace) In a new war, 

YH | ſay, a more favorable opportunity wil 
* 5M perhaps be found. Till ſuch hapf} 
i wg juncture, the king, who loves prince. 
Edward, and pities him, is reſolved u 
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Is it true that he was attacked nea 1 
tancfort by taſked aſſaſſins; that he 1 
„killed one, and dangerouſly wounded 7 
76 two othets? His bravery is well known; 3 
10 but it is a ſad thing for him to be 2 4 
d obliged to exert it upon murderers _ 
n WW were the: ruffians liſh ? | -. "= 


a4 
** 


u refpektful 1 ſervice. His cauſe is the - 
| and could aught in my 

ce little power conduce to make it triumph; _ 
| ſhould look upon fuch effort as the 


at WI fnoſt glorious of my life. I am, &c. E 


LETTER XIVUL = 


iy | 
+ 7 mr. de ruts izux, miniſter fate: ' 
-M 1750. = 1 
II amarcd a tha digs of pe: 
niards. Has not France done enough _— 

for them? Lewis XIV. 2 

| y years“ glorious, reign, found = 
a er on the brink 15 the precipice for 4 
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having inſiſted upon ſupporting the 
EkEuing, whom the laſt prince of the houſe 
of Auſtria had named his ſucceſſor, and 
prevented the partition of their mo- 
5 narchy. Lewis XV. has carried on a 
long and bloody: war, which has been 
of no uſe but to don Philip, by the 
huonorable ſettlement procured to him in 
Italy. So many ſervices, rendered to 
pPpain at the expence of France, would 
ſieem to demand ſome. gratitude. Yet 
does ſhe perſiſt in refuſing to us, as to 
all other nations, the entrance of her 
american ports, without making the 
ſmalleſt difference between her friends 
and her enemies. The engliſn them- 
ſelves appear more favored than we, by 
© the advantageous and important Aſhente 
treaty. ep 


The ambition and vanity of Lewis 
IV. were ſatisfied : he ſecured before 
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houſe, - But too often the ambition. and _ 
yanity of princes prove the miſery of "2. 
their people; as happened by this con. 
nexion of the two monarchies. "TY 

Till that epoch F rance had almott 
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alway's been at war. with Spain; and 1 


was fain to coin falſe money. Our cor- 
fairs fell in with her galleons, and out J I 
colonies ſubſiſted at the coſt of hers. "oY a "4 1 4 
But the change is total, ſince her king x 1 
has been of the houſe of Bourbon. De- 3 = 
lyered from a formidable foe, ſhe daily 
augments her power, and will quickly 
reappear with her ancient ſplendor, 
through the cloſe alliance of the 'two 
crowns, We fight and ſpend for her. 1 

Such, fir, are ſome of the inſtructions 
which it were perhaps proper to ſend to _— 
dur ambaſſador at Madrid, for his gi: 
dance in the preſent negotiation ; 33h. -_—— 2 0 
however, you 10 approve. The deſire 9 
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whether 1 will or no; elſe with you 
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DT -- 
of being uſeful, and of pleaſing the ſb" 
| King, gets the better of my natural in. 
clinations: for 1 am not fond of poli 
tics, a ſcience little ſuiting my ſex, 
Yet am I obliged to dabble in then 


politicians, I ſhould not underſtand the 
jage of the country. 3 

I beg you will ſend me your courier, 
before you diſpatch him. I have 
packet of compliments to give him for 
various dons and donnaes. c. t 


LCET TEES XOX. 
To the counteſs of NOAILLES, 
Pity and admire the courage of 
little Vaubonne, who poiforied her. 
ſelf in order to avoid the embraces of 
a man ſhe cotild not love. The haple 
girl has faln a victim to the avarice d 
her parents. How eruel was it to force 
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ker to wed a wretch of ſixty with a 
as eye and wooden-leg! It was re- 
wing the torture of that Mezentius, 
rho bound the living to the dead. They 
&y that, when led into the nuptial!l 
camber, ſhe withdrew into àn adjoin- 
ig cloſet, while the monſter was un- 
teffing ; and that there ſhe tobk a glaſs 
F poiſon, which diſpatched her in a 
quarter of an hour. I do by no means 
prove of ſuicide: I hope, however, 

t God has extended his mercy to her, 

committed rather the crime of her 
faily than het own. =» „ 

yeſterday ſaw the venetian ambaſſa- 

, who loves you and praiſes you' 

The more do I value her: for 

cpetſfon muſt have merit, in order to 
Wcern it in others. 
The pregnancy of the dauphineſs is 
jiſt declared, and all are in high glee. 
Dd you rejoiee too, and love me. &. 
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= one laughs at the adventure, ex> - 
Madam, who appears ſome what ut 


of countenance. e. = 
Such is the news of the day. Your = 


d. WW Mairan has preſented his book to tzje 
lag, who received it graciouſly. How 4 
A Whipid a look he has! and yet every- 
to body ſays he is a great man: but all 
e geometricians look fooliſh. Con- = 
er Werning that author, I have been favored = 
e. With a little anecdote, which made me Y 
o. Woh. His houſe had by chance taken 2 
nd Wie, which was juſt getting into the ſe- = 
kt Wi cond floor, where he was 29 _ 
1d {Weimly over his circles and triangles. H 

n; Ws ſummoned to fly without delay, if he C 
ut W would not have the pleaſure of being 1 
p. buned alive, and to give his orders ii 
rt, N de prefling emergency: Talk to my wife, 
iis Was he; I meddle with none of thoſe mat. 
re, . Upon which he fits him content= 
nd ediy down to muſe on the moon as be- 
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fete. It was now therefore 
to force him from his ſtudy, | 

him out of the houſe. What animals 

l am going to church, and ſhall pr; 
poor dear Coſine. 
indeed ſo very ill 
dy, I ſhould ſympathize with all the 
folks that love her. 
arewel: love me ſtill more, and loſe ng 


f 


2 


.2 


| LETTER LL 
To the dutcheſs PETREES, 


HAT Kkanight-errant Baville y 


women. The philoſophers of that coure 
| | the world 
women embelliſh it. But, fad 
the king, thaſe ſame engliſh * 


3 
ne 2 8 


a1 

, replied that original, iz is vbe very 

aur of tenderneſs and pleaſure ; and were 
T but thirty years old, 1 [bould more dread | 
tyſe pale cheeks than all our red phyzzes © 

of Paris. If the paradiſe of Mahoner 
ifs, they can be none but engli 
wha conſtitute the bliſs of the ſaints. 1 A 
What aſtoniſhes Baville is, that the 1 
nghſh have no gallant verſes; for, ſays 4 
ke, fine women ought to inſpire fine en- 
iments. He propoſes, twenty years 
tence, to make a ſecond pilgrimage to 
England, to fee if the daughters refem- 
le their mothers. He diverts us daily ; 1 
by his extravagances : in ſhort, he is as 
mich enchanted as if he * iſſuec 1 
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fallen temper of the men had like to = 
ave thrown him into vapors ; but that 
ban the wit, and the graces 
namen quickly diſpelled his dud- 
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geon. In ſpite of all his encomiunis, 
he finds, however, one great fault in 
thoſe. lovely ladies; that they are 00 
fond of our faſhions. So long as the 
engliſn- women, ſays he, ſhall be neither 
more nor leſs than engliſh-women, they 
will continue a ſex divine ; but ſpeedily 


they will be french-women, and then 


the french-women will carry it. 

I believe, after all, that he is not 
abſolutely in the wrong for crying up 
ſo highly the women of that country: 
I have myſelf ſeen ſome that were charms 
ing, but few agreable men. That ſame 
Baville has not, however, forgot you: 
he remembers that he left at Paris a 
little goddeſs- face, to which he purpoſe 
ſoon to pay new adoration. Goodluck 
go with him! I begin to grow ſick of 
him. I think alſo of ſurpriſing you one 
of theſe days. But do not expect me. 
Farewel, my dear; I love you tenderly 


1 
LETTER LI. 


To the marguis of ST. CONTEST. 

1780. 

HE retreat of mr. de Puiſieux 
leaves vacant the department of 
foreign affairs. He was a good miniſter: 
the king wants a till better, and you 
are the man of his choice. You made 
the peace : come and preſerve it, which 
is a yet harder taſk, The hollanders 
wil regret you, becauſe they eſteem 
you: but I do not imagine you will re- 
gret them. The marſhal de Belliſle ſays, 
that the embaſſy of Holland is the moſt 
difficult and diſagreable of any. In other 
courts, one has to do with princes and 
men of a liberal turn: but with thoſe 
merchants, who trample upon the cruci- 


fix * at Japan to get money, negotiations 


are carried on like an article of trade ; 
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and they treat with kings as with their 
correſ pondents, ever intent _ what 


_ can gain. 


Quit therefore, fir, thoſe frigid bata- 


vians, in order to do honor to your 
country by talents and by knowl, 
which the king means to reward. [ 
have had my fhare in the obligations, 
_ far me. &c. 


LETTER III. 

0 the earl 7 ALBEMARLE. 5 
ns, and 

Am informed Wy 7 Ws * 

- yeſterday, in a large company and 


at the end of a great entertainment, 
you dropt ſome hints about me, that ax 


Folie of | pleaſure; hut ! 
did not know that you were capable of 
taking any in pulling to pieces an abſent 


1. 118 11. 

yothan, who has for you neither hate 
jor eſteem: Were you a ſubſect of this 
king, I would wreak my Vengeative; by 
korhing you in ſeerer/ But; as you 
it the ambaſſador of feſpectablè na- 
ion, I mat be permitted through rægard 
for Her, and not for you, eee 
four injuſſbice. = 
our e eee 
te reeftabliſhment of the french mating 
fpremely ridiculous. It is juſt as if 
you took athiſs that à man who. has: the 
zue, ſhotilct prefutne to take the barks 
The miniſter ſhowed me the fine memo 
ral, and I gave him "9p _ of: * 
i this fable: _— 

| Peace bring made among the army 


bt chou noe get 8 af ah ſpilb#D. 
m very willing, replied the latter, ſo 
thou begin with drawing thy teeth. 
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that became me to ſay, 
The fable diſpleaſed you; a in re. 
venge, b me with benen Thb 
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| Pardon, my lord, the liberty I take: 

i you continue to ſpeak evil, I ſnal 

not * ſurpriſed; but ſhall no more 
1 am, Nee. ey: 
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N u ebe 1 SAINT-RONTEST, e "2 
8 _ miniſter of Pate. 1 4 .Y 
W tot like this affir of Velbur / © i 
LEncouraged- he. ſhould have been, = 
ot ennobled. Behold now an eminent 
trader transformed into a petty gentle-. =_ 
man. In ſpite «all er pe RE 
for ennobling e commerce, I do not be- + 
libre 7ir- pfoper in an abſolute monar- - 4 - 
diy. A merchant dught to render him. 
tif reſpectable by his fair dealing and. "hi 
the ſervices he renders his country, with- _ 
out ſeeking diſtinctions · by barren parch-— , | 
ments, which do but mike him ridi- 
culous. You know the famous Bernard: * 
he has in like manner obtained the title 
of count; but nobody has given it him. 
In a monarchical ſtate are two orderʒ —— 
eſſentially” parate and diſtinct, the noe 
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1 
bles and the plebeians. The fu nctions 
of the former are to defend it: thoſe of 
the latter to feed and to enrich it, with. 
Out ever aſpiring to uſeleſs honors, which 
are not made for them. I never induced 
the king, nor ſhall Lever induce him to 
enngble. any one: but I am not alway 

This matter of vanitx, whigh is no- 
thing in itſele may prove dangerous in 
its cogſequences; linge the preſent di 
poßtion ems, tending to ennoble all 

that diſtinguiſh temighees in commerce; 
Which will throw exery order of the ſtae 

ioto confulion, and being Perhaps a: fevo 
lun in the government. | 

„ - Ia a mengnehy the king gives «kick 
+ to, his, pris, miniſter ;, he to the great 
"gp afſgers, oh the. Crown, who deliver it to 
theig. inferiots, in, conſkant, ſucceſſon 
| WEN variqus ranks, till is termi- 
e ank de * 15 
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In republics, it is quite another thing 
He who finds himſelf in the laſt place, 
may riſe to the firſt; and ſo is there 
always a fort of equality ſubſiſting among 
the members of ſociety. They are all 
citizens: there is by the conſtitution no 
permanent diſtinction among them; they 
are all nobles and legiſlators. 

If in France the ranks come to be 
blended ; if a merchant. may become a 
gentleman, and continue his trade, every 
diſtinction will be aboliſhed, and by de- 
grees the monarchy will change into a 
commonwealth. That is the thing to 
be feated, and which I fear. Cotitinue, | 
fir, to ſerve the king faithfully, and to 
elighten him: he is a good pritite, . E 
ſometimes too eafy ; ever diſpoſed to do 

what is right, but apt to give ear to 
counſeis that to hint appear uſeful, an 
ol which he foreſees not the conſequences. 
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ever ſhall ſeem to me reaſouable, and 
ſuited to the nature of the french go. 
vernment. If I miſtake, wore. x 
my fault : every impartial perſon will 
forgive nnn (at leaſt Thom: 
Errors, 

My tender nc to ay Jady- 
marchioneſs : I ſhould be very glad to 
* ſee. her. Sec. | 


LETTER LY, 


* ir. de ar anden of fate 


1750. 
1 3 1 Gr that che king ha 


thought of you. He has call 


you 


to the miniſtry, becauſe he thinks you | 
highly capable of. ſerving him. I think 


ſo too, and was not likely to violate 
truth in order to ſpeak againſt you. 
you perform the duties of the painful 


nployment he has deigned to beſtow 


we wat wad Ww= © 8[ © 


ES 1 22s J 
on you, with an exactneſs ſs equal to your 
abilities, - he will be ſatisfied: and this 


5 2 all the acknowlegement I-require of ” 
| Wh you. Tour predeceſſors have thrown 


your department into much confuſion 
it is hoped you will rectify the abuſes. 
Madam de Paulmi came to thank me 
in form: I do not love thoſe compli- 
ments. I ſhall always endeavor to pro- 
mote merit; and whoever ſhows himſelf 
worthy of what I do for him, by his 
conduct ſpeaks his gratitude : Why 
thank me for having been juſt ? ' 
| I beg you will call upon me next ſa- 
turday, before you go to council. An 
important queſtion is there to be can- 


But I fear thoſe cool heads of our mini- 


dence, often prove void of reaſon. - The 
ſenechal de Breze, one day ſeing Lewis 
| XI. on horſcbacy ſaid: 2 borſe ** 


vaſſed, in which I am warmly intereſted. 
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ſters, who, by their wond'rous, pru- 


are of my opinion. 


12 } 
'yies the king and his council; becauſe 
that prince conſulted nobody, and ſome. 
times found his account in it. It is the 


cuſtom in all aſſemblies to decide by the 


majority; it were often better to decide 
by the minority. I doubt not but you 


Farewel, fir; if what you are pleaſed 
to call my favor can be of any uſe to 
you, I defire you may always addreſ 
yourſelf to me-: *+K 4 who will be 
obliged. cc. 


LETTER IVI. 


To the counteſs of BREZE, 1750, 


— it is an age ſince] 
ſaw you, my fair counteſs; you an 
very cruel, Do you believe then that 
F can live ſo long without ſeing the per- 


ſons that are dear to me? I am young, 
I am handſom, as they tell me: every 


, 
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(ap 1 
de adores me, ow at leaſt pretends. it; 
and yet I languiſh. I have a ſecret me- 
lanchoby, which nothing can divert, ex- 


dreadful emptineſs in that grandeur and 
thoſe pleaſures of courts, which ſo many 
deſire for want of knowing them 
verily believe I ſhall become a philoſo- 
pher, and that after thoroughly know- 
ing the vanities of the world, I ſhall 
conclude. by. deſpiſing them. Come 
quickly, embrace and confole me. 
The cardinal de Rohan is dead then; 


that ambitious prieſt who killed Lewis 


XIV. by tormenting him with ſcruples 
which he had not himſelf, and made 
him, dy a perſecutor. I ſincerely love 


religion. ; but find difficulty to love 
ter miniſters, ſpecially ſince I have 


known. them. 


I have ſeen your damſel de la Lou- 
dec: ſhe is pretty and amiable, For 


cept the preſence of thoſe I love. What 


1 124 * 
your ſake I ſhall take care of ber, 0 
ſhe prove worthy of it. 
Farewel; I kiſs your ſweet counte. 


nance: fail not to bring it hither one 
day of this week. A | 


LETTER 'LVIL 


To the marquis de VANDIERE*, 1750, 


HY, brother, have not I ſeen 
you this fortnight ? While you 
are perhaps taken up with your plez- 
ſures, ] am taken up with your intereſts, 
Come inftantly and thank the king, 
who has appointed; you controuler of 
his buildings. The place is like that 
of Petronius : you are to be the umpire 
of elegance, and patron of the fine arts, 
But for this purpoſe it will behove you 
to ſtudy them, and not to credit thoſe 


——— 


Since marguis de Mapignt, 


t s 1 
lo petty flatterers who beſet men in office, 


id praiſe ther for qualities they do 


bo not poſſeſs. Voltaire finely ſays: 925 

a How merit hails her own reward! ; 
What grace and greatneſs beam in pelf2 - 
How ſatisfied is then my lord, 5 


Like other wiſemen, with himſelf! | 


For your honor and mine be not that 
ij lord: 1 hope you will render your- 
er worthy the bounties of the king. 

I ſend you ſomething for my. lie 
b Alexandrina: do not come hither wich- 
„aut ſeing her and embracing her for 


. 


verneſs. I love that woman, and am 
greatly ſatisfied with her care. 1 ſhall 
ſurely do ſomewhat for her: for one 
ſhould be juſt, and reward merit. 3 

Farewel, my dear brother; I expect 
and embrace you. 


me. Give fifty louis-d'ors to her go- 
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LETTER LVIII. 
To the duke of MATO. 1751, 


OUR diſpatches, my 0d duke, 


| have appeared more important 
than you imagine ; nor are we without 
apprehenſion that thoſe quibbles about 
the limits of Canada may produce a 
rupture at laſt. Your, king George | ls 
a german, and brews us a national 
quarrel. The - engliſh, | not famed for 
politicians, have had however the, ad- 
drefs, in the treaty of Aix-la-chapelle, 
to leave that point undecided, and to 
refer the diſcuſſion of it to commiſſaries; 
in conſequence of which that famous 
peace, which feemed' to enſure a long 
repoſe to Europe, proves virtually no 
more than a ſuſpenſion of arms, that 
gives them time to breath, and to pre- 
pare themſelves for a new war. Mr. 
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& Monteſquieu ſays that the engliſh 
aanot tell what he thanks of this ſtroke 
of policy on their part; but the over- 
light of our plenipotentiaries is unpar- 
wnable. The ſnare was viſible, and yet, 
le children, have they ruſhed into it. 
However, we muſt put on a good face, 
ad not look afraid. Is it poſſible that 
n enghiſhman ſhould have ſaid in full 
prtiament, that a ſhot muſt not be 
red at ſea without the permiſſion of 
birat-Briain ? The aſſertion is ridicu- 
bus as it is inſolent: but it ſpeaks the 
hirit of the nation which has its juſtice, 
ike its religion, peculiar. I have read, 
do not know where, that the athe- 
ian took an oath to conſider i in the 
domain of their commonwealth every 
place where a vine or an olivetree grew. 
The engliſh do not take this oath, but 
conform to it wonderfully in practice. 


fends him his leſſon quite ready; which 


boy, to the miniſter of foreign affairs, 


to your nation by your vigilance and 


amuſement is drinking: be it yours to 


ways your friends, and rely upon them, 
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My lord Albemarle paſſes his time 
pleaſingly here. The king of England, 
who loves him, I cannot gueſs why, 


he comes and repeats, like a ſchool- 


This poor ambaſſador would never haye 
been a marquis of Bothmar, and he it is 
that ſuits us the beſt. As for you, my 
lord-duke, it is hoped you will do honor 


talents. It is particularly now that you 
would need the eyes of Argus to ſee 
and watch every motion. - Albemarle 


ſerve with zeal your king.and country. 
 Farewel, dear ambaſſador: love al- 


my wy Mw 
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LE TTER LIK. 


To the margus of SAT NT-CONTEST. 


3 1 


24 u ar, ſurpriſes me: 
this blunder of mr. de Beu- 


non, which would not be pardon- 


able in a child, is much, leſs ſo in an 


ambaſſador. The - particulars of that 


whimſical adventure have been more 
minutely told me. At the' gala was a 


vaſt deal of dancing, according to the 


who had not ſpared herſelf on an occa- 


ſion ſo flattering. to female vanity, was 
at length fain to throw herſelf into an 
ebow-chair to take a little reſpite; . In 


this moment comes Beuvron, and pre- 
ſents her his hand to dance another 
| minuet.. The princeſs gives a polite 


refuſal, declaring herſelf exceſſively 
K 
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would the eonqueſt of province, The 


=. 
tired. Upon which, Beuvron bays 
out a diſreſpect o his miſter, as if his 
maſter had ſent him into Germany for 
the noble purpoſe of dancing. Inſtant 
he orders a — and ſets out at 
* wild- fire! che king laughed at 
it outwardly, but is provoked again 


him. You will receive orders to fad 
3 um Mit 


1 — | 
from the Indies ate highly 
gende we have then the pleafore 
to fee. the French indie reſpeRted to th 
uttnoſt ends of the earth. The ridicy- 
tus embaſſy of Siam is faid to hat 
tickled Lewis the great, more chm 
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tion of mr. Dupleix, Who Mt 
contrived to fix we Hconftant wins 
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their captilin-general, and to prottire 
wan important and excluſive commerce, 
b of far greater weight, and will make 
one of the moſt glorious epochs of this 
ſeign. That mr. Dupleix lives, we att 
old, at Potidicherry, with the pomp 
of an aſiatic prince. He has five hun- 
ded flaves to attend him in his aitings, 
that of any king in Eutope. A ſore 
There is @ happy man, if indeed happi- 
neſs can be found in vanmy. 5881 

However, we nerd reptoach no more 
his luxury than his riches: he has ef- 
etually Erved his batioh; while we 
luve here forry rafcals devouring her, 
ind living with ahnoſt equal pageantry. 
I h to be hoped that the India; con 
fity will now reappeat with a luſtre, 
K 2 
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1 
of Lewis XIV. but I fear ſhe will not 


long preſerve it. The engliſh will not 


fail to be jealous, nor will they forget 
any thing to baffle our expectations. 
Yet let us ſtill hope: it is at leaft x 
pleaſing dream: we muſt not anticy 
yous misfortune. _ 

All the world ts na each yer 
N Dupleix is not a man of 
genius: but there are perſons who per. 
talents. Fete! me frequently a 
greater ſhare in public tranſactions, than 
the capacity of the negotiators. - . - 


There will ſhortly; you know, be 2 
grand council upon indian affairs: and 
by certain hints dropt from ſome of the 
members that compoſe it, I am much 

afraid all will be ſpoiled, and have been 


anxious to give you timely intimation. 
F hope you will ſupport upon the occ 


bon che honor of your country, wn 


2 
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dot contribute by timid counſels to ren- 
deer her contemptible, in ſacrificing pre- 
1 ſent advantages to the fear of uncertain 
inconveniences to come. Tou are an 
ble and truſty miniſter: we may rely 
i WH upon you. I ſalute you, fir: forget 
not in-your firſt diſpatches the private 
* for the duke of Mirepoix. 

| I am, &c. 


LETTER LX. 
To the duke of NIVERNOIS, —_— 
at Rome. 1761. 


OUR grace's letters do me always 
great pleaſure : I find but one 
fk in them, that they are too ſhort. 
You treat me as a young woman wholely 
taken up with the world and its vani- 
ties, whom reaſon does but give to 
yawn, If you think ſo of me, my lord- 
duke, you wrong me. I look upon 


( 194 ?) 2 
yen as the wiſeſt and heneſtoſt man of 
France : your letters hanor me, inſtru 
me, and afford me a pure ſatisfactian, 
untaſted in the tumult of courts, 

The king talks of you with the great, 
eſt eſteem ; and I underſtand that your 
new romans, though ſo different from 
the old, have however for yaur genius 
and virtues the reſpect * they de- 
ſerve. 

I could have wiſhed to "70 ſtood 
behind you at your late audience. The 
good Benedict XIV. values not himſelf 
fo much upon the title of holineſs as upon 
that of honor: I love him the more. 
AY Europe fees this day with altoniſh- 
ment a reaſonable and philoſophical 
pope, Notwithſtanding all that, he is 
2 prick, knw reſpe@able he bez 
and | em ſurpriſed that kings ſhould 
continue to fend ambaſſaders to prieſts, 
who aftually can no langer do them 


* — aus f AM 


of ſo cloſely uniting 
milies. What I admire and love in that 
e 


1 
ee or harm: for now all the 
world begins to ſhow: teeth to the old 
beard of Rome. His bulls and excom: 
munications are become filtby rags. 
Inſtead of ind ulgences and other holy 
baubles, you have ſent me profane pic- 


tures, which I like better. They are 
beautiful and well choſen : your excet- 


lence'in every thing appears. 


We hope on fu you eh ana 
mademaiſelle de Nivernois. She is beau- 


 Eous as an angel, wiſe, modeſt, ſenſible, 


and ſprightly; in one word, worthy you. 
1 deem the count de Giſors very happy, 
Ner is the king leſs in the ple. 
two illuſtrious ta- 


L 136 
Farewel, my lord- duke; grudge me 
not the continuance of your friendſhip, 
I'flatter myſelf I deſerve it der re 
1 . 8 


* 


LETTER IXI. 


'D mr. ae MONTESQUIEU, 1751, 


Received: your. book, and am much 
1 obliged to you for it. So admi- 
rable do I think it, that I have given it 
the firſt place in a little library, which 
is "compoſed merely of au thors that, 


2 like you, do honor to P rance, and ex- 
Lite the envy of the foreign world. 


d Lou merit the title of legiſlator of Eu- 


rope; nor do I doubt but it will ſoon 


be unanimouſly allowed you, 
As I have juſt now a little leiſure, 


let us have a little talk. You pronounce | 


it impoſſible that the chriſtian religion 
thould ſubſiſt five hundred years longer 


— => = B = = 


— 


F 
Europe. It is true that moſt prieſts | 
to whar they can to deſtroy it by their 


has long bond: blind; but it begins to 
3 eyes, and to make uſe of them. 
ly great fear is, leſt the philoſophers, 
who ſee twice as far as other folks, 
ſhould be too zealous on the occaſion. 
The chriſtian religion is true, holy, "a 
and full of comfort. The point is not = 
to deſtroy,” but to reform her; to lop "_l | 
the uſeleſs branches, not cut down the - 
| tree; I have ſometimes heard of the —_ 
quakers of England : I do not like that 
they ſhould fancy themſelves inſpired: 
by the holy ſpirit to ſpeak nonſenſe in 
their aſſemblies; but I do love their 
wiſdom in keeping clear of prieſts, - 
Religion is good: it is only her min- 
ſters that are often miſcreants. It will! © 
by and by be a ſhame, they ſay, to be © 
iſtian : if fo, it will * * fault, ö 


( 

Beſides, I daily fee that the romiſh reli. 
leging a foreign power ſuperior to that 
of the country: our biſhops are not 
frenchmen, but ſubjects of the pope. 

One practice, which has always dif. 
pleaſed me in our religion, but which 
muſt however be reſpected, is confel. 
fion. How open your heart to a ſtran- 
ger, who is perhaps laughing at you, 
- pts ( ſinner as your- 


The faſting enjoined us, pleaſes me 
no better. It is the phyſician's affair, 


and very good againſt intemperance: 
but I doubt much whether a raſcal, 

pleaſing to God, than an honeſt man 
who has eat a good dinner. 

| 1 go ſometimes 40 ſermon,” and; ther 
I tire to death. Thoſe ſanctified ha- 

rangues have produeed a thouſand fans 


( wo } 

tes, but never one good man. As fax 
your moral ſermons, they are well-meant, 
but unavailing. To what purpoſe £x- 
bort an engliſhman ta be humble, a fer- 
mer-genexal ta be dulintereſted ? You 
way as well ſay to a fick perſon; Sir, 
| deſire you to have no fever. Vice 
ue the diſeaſes af the foul : ir . f 
ermona will cure them. ; 
In ſpite af all the abuſes and 4 
that ta me appear uſeleſs in our religion, 
have the profoundeſt reverence for her. 
to condemn the intolerating ſpirit of 
our clergy. I am told the bigots are 
preparing to attack you, becauſe you 
have ſpoken freely, not againſt the faul. 
bur againſt ſuperſtition. I hope that 
Lewis XV. will never be a perſecutor: 
he is an honeſt man, and no bigot. If, 
however, the junto ſhould extort from 
him any violent reſolution, this letter 


A. 


baſſy of Holland, and I am pleaſed 
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will anſwer for me, that I ſhall have no n 
thare in it. " | T 
I thank you, fir, for your compli. W ., 
ments: though I deſerve them not, WW 
they muſt give me ſome vanity, when G 
I conſider from what quarter they come, 1 
I beg my cvilities to the dutcheſs of 1 
Aiguillon: happy ſhe who ſees and | 
_ hears you every day. I have not the : 
ſatisfaction of converſing with the wiſe: WW . 

for here are none. We have only ma- 
chines, and not one man, but the king, ; 

Come fometimes and ſee me; come, and 
2 and et me. 590; &c, 

a 2 a 

10 LETTER ILXII. 
75 the marquis of SAINT-CoOnNTEST. i t 
\ 3 1751. 1 
ES, fir, I did recommend the | 
marquis of Bonac, for the em- | 
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that all the world ſhould know it. 
Though I am not perſonally acquaint- 
ed with him, people of real merit, and 
whom J value as ſuch, ſpeak ſo much 
to his advantage, that I thought it a 
duty to intereſt myſelf in his favor : it 
is a debt to merit, which I ſhall always 
pay. I know that, in general, military 
men are not the moſt proper for nego- 
tation, as not having that paſſive and 
pliant temper, ſo uſeful in public affairs. 
But this rule has, doubtleſs, exceptions ; 
and mr. de Bonac is one: he can both 
hight and ſpeak. Belides, this is the 
reign of military men : Lewis XV. has 
ſcarce ever employed any other in nega» 
tation. Biſhops . were employed for- 
merly : I know not if they were better. 
I hope that Bonac will make himſelf as 
much eſteemed by the dutch as. you 
have been, and will do himſelf equal 
honor. This is the only acknowlege; - 


vou: nor have you proved ungrateful, 


Y 


- wifeſt. Muſt a wothan have to com- 


tv a mall matter, but even at that 
of a maſter, whom you ought to reve- 


 Ghually unjuſt and iridecent, which bs 
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ment I expect from the perſons I ſerve; 
it is the only one I have expected from 


I am, &c, 


LETTER LXIII. 


To the rount of MAUREPAS, miniſter 
of marine. 1751. 


o en ie ings le 
ſervant, and ſo ought to be hit 


m8 . K R 


— 
e 


plain ef an od man, whom the has hever 
offended ? I underſtand that you diven 
yourſelf every might in your petty par- 
Bes, not omy at my expence, which 


„ 44 = er ©: 


fence. You then make uſe of expreſſions 


den and defpiſe you: but when a man, 
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setting the decency of his chatacter 
and the laws of his duty, dares to inſult 
the beſt of princes, who has loaded him 
with honors and benefits, give me leave 
to tell you that it is a ſhameful degree 

In ſpit of all your injuries, my lord, "ol 
[| ſhall not be unjuſt: I ſhall, without 
difficulty, acknowlege that you are a _ 
good miniſter, and have ably ſerved the | wo 
Hag. But you ought not to content il 
yourſelf with ſerving him : duty and 1 
gratitude oblige you moreover to reſpect _— 
him, If he has weakneſſes, you are 1 
not his judge: he is yourd. Pleaſe to 9 
excuſe this hint, which is better dum a 1 

LETTER ILXIV. [8 

* the counteſs of NOATLLES. 19h. 
* holy archbimop of Paris is 2 
conſtant diſturber; ke diftteſſts 
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the king, and conſequently me: very 
different is he from your great uncle, 


How I do hate thoſe prieſts who ſo 
plague Lewis the well-beloved ! but they 
Hay it is the cauſe of God. 


In France are but two Gert that 


dare reſiſt the government, and which 
often do reſiſt it with ſucceſs; the long 


robe and the clergy.” The king wants 


firmneſs: he has paſſed his life in ma- 
king edicts and revoking them. The 


regent Philip, who neither feared God, 


nor — n. * better how to 


1 ated yeſterday a wk 4 the 


4 ambaſſador of their high- mightineſſes, 


who preſented me with the compliments 


of the republic. The hollanders are 


aukward animals; but they have on 


great merit : they afe rich. Merit con- 


ſiſted — in valor and virtue: cvery 


K — 4 R—= I © ©S e 
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There was play laſt night in the Kings 
iparrment, who won a great deal: but 
one ſcene paſſed, which 3 ame. 
The king had before him a huge heap 
of gold, when his ſleeve chanced to tip 
over a louis. d'or, which he preſently. 
ſtoopt to pick up. The prince of 
who played againſt him, and had mark- 
ed. what paſſed, at once overthrew a 
hundred deſignedly, without deigning 
to mind them at all. | 

The king could not forbear ſaying to 
him: Couſin, why do not you pick up 
what is faln ? A trifle, replied his high- 
neſs : it is for the ſweepers. His ma- 
jelty felt the ſarcaſm, and quitted the 
game. Let that prince knows better 
than anybody that the king is neither 
ſtingy, nor capable of being ſo. It is 
not yet a fortnight ſince he paid that 
very prince's debts, which amounted to 
above a million, at a time when his only 
| . 


ae left was with his paſtrycook. But 
he cares not how ungrateful he be, fo 
he ſay a biting thing. 

Have you ſeen Nolivaux ? I charged 
him with a little affair, which I have 
much at heart z for the buſineſs is to 
relieve an honeſt family, that has been 
recommended to me. Particularly in 
ſuch a caſe is diligence requiſite : he will 
have time enough beſide for his plex- 
ſures. 

ornament of thee by her diſcretion 
no leſs than by bib edury. All that 
belong to you, are perfect like yourſelf. 
Farewel: if you are not ungrateful, 
e, you yill, love me Js 
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LETTER LXV. 
25 the dutcheſs 4 118. 4705 


E are going to rejoice for the 
| recovery of the dauphin. The 
king has ſuffered during his ilnefs all 
that a good king and a good farther can 
ſuffer :- thoſe moments have been the 
ſaddeſt of my life. Mr. de Paulmi, 
who had been ſent into the ſouthern 
provinces of France to examine the ſtate 
of the troops and fortreſſes, related to 
us at his return, that at the time the 
proteſtants of Languedoc were ſuppoſed 
in act to revolt againſt their fovereigh, 
they were aſſembled in their temples, 
imploring heaven for the recovery of 
the heir of the crown. The king was 
melted at' the relation. 

TI have contrived a little 
etitertainment, to teſtify my zeal upon 
„ and have communicated it 


SF, 
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to the king, who does not ſeem diſ- 
pleaſed with it. T he ſcene, which is 
in the caſtle of Bellevue, repreſents 
different caverns ſurrounded by a piece 
of water, in the middle of which ſwims 
a luminous dolphin, Various monſters, 
vomiting fire and flames, come to afſail 
him. But the gods protect him: Apollo 
deſcends on a cloud, and fulminates the 
. monſters; after which ſome fireworks 
complete their extermination. At this 
moment the ſcene changes, and repre- 
ſents the palace of the ſun reſplendent, 
where the dolphin reappears in his for- 
mer luſtre by means of a * illumi- 
nation. 

I expect, madam, you wil come and 
ſee all this. It is a ſmall matter; but 
nothing 1s indifferent to friendſhip ; and 

this letter is an invitatory ticket, though 

you do not need it. Bring all Paris, it 
you pleaſe : everybody will be welcome 
for your ſake. &c. 
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LET TI I 
To the duke of MIREPOIX. 1752. 


AM much afraid, my lord-duke, 
you have too great confidence in 
the promiſes and proteſtations of your. 
old king. All men are liars, and kings 
like other men. Beſides, ſuppoſing him 
even ſincerely diſpoſed to live at peace, 
it is not in his power. If he does not 
ſet his ſubjects by the ears with foreign 
enemies, they become his; and ſo he is 
forced to be unjuſt in ſelf-defence. 
Mind not therefore what is ſaid at court, 
but what is faid on the exchange of 
London : for in England the merchants 
alone call for war, and cauſe it to 
declared when they pleaſe. You 
upon the ſpot, and conſequently 

in the way of EET thoſe obſerva- 
tions, 


L 3 


There is now a man at London, wh 


he knew it: be had better come back | 


[ x50 J 
The little marquis has ſhown me one 


of your letters, where you talk of the 


engliſhwomen with tranſport : a ſubject 
perhaps not over ſuitable to an ambaſ- 


ſaclor, who ought never to mention fine 


women, leſt he ſhould be ſuſpected of 
in a man of pleaſure, who can contrive 
nathing better co do; but I imagine 
them ſcandalous in a public man, unleſs 
he have ſtrength enough of ſoul to make 
love, like Auguſtus, through policy. 


has made bloody verſes againſt me. He 
has fled, they ſay, to avoid my re- 


ſentment. Bat he may return: though 


a-woman, I can forgive injuries; I can 
even do good to my enemies, and com- 
pel them, if not to love me, at leaſt 
to have. ſome eſteem for me. I wiſh 


| WM 


„ J} | 

and entertain the french with his fine 
verſes, than go and be plaguing ſtran- 
gers, who will perhaps believe him 
and ſurely will deſpiſe him 

I would fain have ſome engliſh Leeks, Z 
which are the beſt thing, I am told, in 
the land you live in. I ſhall take the 
liberty to charge you with this little 
commiſſion ; and I beg your excellences 
pardon for turning an ambaſſador, a duke 
and peer, into a jockey: but friendſhip 
 dignifies every thing. Pick me ſix for 
a ſet, and food them me a foon IC 
can. 
| Tb hv anemic * be ſay 4 
you are more engaged in pleaſure than 
in buſineſs: I tell them plainly they ly; 
and the king credits me, becauſe he 
loves you. I flatter myſelf that you 
will alſo give thoſe gentlemen the ly, 
and that you will gain at London the 
lame reputation which the famous d Ef- 


HT” ” WY 
trades did in Holland under the lat 
reign. This 1 deſire for your ſake and 
mine; for 1 look upon che 2e 
1 e 

enge n farewel. 


| LETTER LxXvI. 
Te the duke of RICHELIEU, 1752. 


Think-ic-is time, my lord-duke, to 
& mention to your grace a deſign I 
have long had in my head, and of which 
L have already given you ſome intima- 
tion. The duke of Fronſac is arrived 
at the age which you ſpeedily will deem 
marriageable. My daughter is in the ſame 
predicament, and I ſhall be glad to 
ſettle her. If great fortune and great 
hopes, if grace, wit, beauty, and vir- 
tuous ſentiment, can render her wor- 
thy your alliance, I ſhould think to make 
her happy, and myſelf. The king, 


3 r will ſeize * op- 
portunity of ſhedding new benefits upon 
your houſe. Thus has my ſecrer eſcaped 


me, my lord : L weit A 
ſwer, and am &c. 18 


LETTE R LXVIIL 


To the ſame. | 1752. 

Have vet my lord, your letter 

. and your excuſes. It is a gentet! 
refuſal, which you have with much ad- 
dreſs endeavored to ſoften ; but I un- 
derſtand you. You ſay that your fon 
having the honor to belong, by his 
mother, to the auguſt houſe of Lorrain, 
you cannot diſpoſe of him without its h. 
approbation. I aſk your pardon for my 
temerity: but, however, I muſt tell 
you, that it was no favor I begged : 
t was one I meant to beſtow. My 
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| ry Mater to crown 
the ambition of a prince; and for all 
that, is not worthy the alliance of the 


illuſtrious duke of Richelieu: ſhe muſt 


take patience. I almoſt bluſh at my 
| blunder: I find we neither of us knew 
ourkives, &c. 


L E75 E * LXIX. 
75 the ducheſ of BOUFLERS. 1752, 


\/ 0 U R german prince came yeſter- 
4 day to my audience, and knocked 
me down with his germanic compli- 
ments. Oh ſhocking creature! I 
verily believe there is neither grace nor 
wit among the germans ; but then in 
revenge they ſay that the french have 
nat a grain of good-ſenſe. I recollect 
'  fally of count Leſtignac upon that 
ſame prince. His highneſs having pro- 

poſed play, the count ſaid: I have no 


nn «+ _-©% — 


n 
v 
n 
| 
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=—_ 
abjeQti0n 4 come, four louis a game. 
That is too low play for me, replied 
his highneſs. Well, cried Leſtignac 
provoked, let us ſtake; on one hundred 
of piguet your whole petty dominions or 
againſt. a part of my lands. You ſee 1 
on this occaſion vanity repelling vanity. 3% 
humbling a little thoſe princelings, who =. 1 Wi 
ſqueeze to death their ſubjects, in poder 1 
to come and ſhine at Paris. | 

Is it true that you are going to marry: 
mademoiſelle d'Eroyyille ?* Happy he 
who ſhall have her! She is handſom, 
modeſt, graceful; and, what is the main 
point in matters of lors and * 
ſhe is Foan gg. 

But on the nan abjea, 1 
have a great girl, whom I muſt: alſo. 
quickly ſettle. This gives me the awful, 
notice that I grow old, though vanity | 
| and my glaſs ſhould ſwear the contrary, 
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mend a wie: en They 


| Hve not, that is, they pleaſe not above 


fifteen years at moſt: it is well worth 


while to be handſom. Another ſign of 
age in women is, when their heart be- 


comes capable of friendſhip for their 
own fex; for girls love nothing but 
themſelves. This ſign too I find in my- 
felf: I love you, and perhaps half a 
dozen others with a tenderneſs, of which 
I ſhould not have believed myſelf ſul. 
ceptible. Friendſhip is a pleaſure at 
all times; but it is a want in age. I 
begin to feel that want, and * be- 


ſpeaks me on the border. 


Farewel, my dear dutcheſs; ke: us 
take comfort: there is a happineſs pe- 
culiar to every age; ſtrive we to know 
and to taſte it, I embrace you ten- 


T1 : 


LETTER LXX. 
To the marchioneſs of BLAGNI. 1752. 


HE king dined yeſterday in pub- 
lic with the royal family, accord- 
os to cuſtom ; and I was preſent. With 
complacence did I admire the tender 
ſatisfaction he taſted at the ſight of his 
children, and that air of goodneſs he 
ſhows to all his ſubjects. He preſented 
fruits himſelf to three or four female 
cits of Paris, who were there, He is 
z charming man. I ſometimęs tell him 
ir is pity he is a king: for that ſpoils 
him. I will give you a freſh inſtance 
of his goodnature and politeneſs. _ 
' He chanced to be a hunting laſt 
thurſday in the environs of Choiſi. A 
neighboring gentieman's daughter, who 
had been taking the air on horſebac 
and was Tung home, En un- 
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fortunately to fall. The king, who 


Sil was very ugly. 


| ripe, and announces what 


you. During the minority, the king 


t 138 } 


was within a hundred paces, perceived 
the tumble, and leaving abruptly his 
train, flew to the aid of the young lady, 
tept from his horſe, lifted her up, en- 
— if ſhe was not hurt, and l con 
a herwle- pare of all . thit the 


= ot wm ky = e. 


Lewis XIV. is ſaid to have pulled 

Zn. I have ſeen 

eceffor do fo to ſome that were 

not much better. 'T hat ages of yo 

ſpires 1 e, while the at of 07 

ifuſed over his perſon, pov prpe 
Fly.” 


Howeer obſcure his wond'rous birth had been, 
The world, on ſeing him, her lord had ſeen. 
The duke of Villeroi has related to me 
an anecdote, which is perhaps new to 


— wo a a _ = 2 fu — 2. 


of Perſia ſent into France an ambaſſa 
dor, who at his firſt audien Ln is. 
truck with the beauty and air of the 
joung monarch, that, forgettin g che 
reſpe&tful ceremonial uſed on ſuch 6c 602 
ion, he ran up to Him, claſpt kim in 
nn e * ſome trouble to 
repreſs. 

But now T' n. that elking & 
or 1 and even 
% n ene your friend? For 
my part, I begin to perceive that friend- 
ſhip is the life of the foul. Love is a 
heart to taſts ic in n Fate- 
vel. &c. 
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ber z but he.is a man of application, 
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LE 0a LXXI. 
; 2 "To the ſome, * _—_— 1752. 
HET ny you are very merry 


at Villars : are you not aſhamed 
to be,.merry_in-rhe. abſence of your 


1 


friends? This morning at the king's 


1 faw a little charming face, 


and was: in act to 2 and embrace it, 


taking it to be yours... But alas! I was 
miſtaken... Do you Rill. think of me? 
Do you love me ſtill more and 1 
Is the marquis ſtill fat and jolly? 

Poor Marigni is well, and makes you 
his compliments: he has a good heart, 
but his head is not anſwerable. 0 $9 
Pray, do you know, madam, png 


i we have got a new miniſter of foreign 


affairs? and that that miniſter is honeſt 
Rouillé? He is not a ſhining. charac- 


* 


Ta 
and: integrity: : the king has taken him 
till he can do better. Mean time, as 


his department is the moſt difficult of 
any, I do nt know how he will con- 
trive to do it juſtice. Other miniſters 
have only orders to give; and, unleſs . 
they want to diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
projects, all is eafy : they have but to 
conſult their clerks,” who think and 
write for them. Foreign affairs are 
quite another thing: the miniſter muſt 


be thoroughly acqu ainted with the in- 
tereſt. of the various princes, their ge- 
nius, often their caprices, the myſte- 


ries, or rather the darkneſs of policy; 


he muſt know how to ly and to cheat. 
For which reaſon that department does 
not ſuit. an honeſt man, nor therefore 
mr. - Rouille that department: he will. ; 


be a dupe to others; never they to him. 


I have ſome deſign of going to ſee. 


| the entry of the pope's nuncio : you 


a 


1 1262 ] 
will doubtleſs go along with me. Von 
muſt partake my follies, as you par- 
take my heart. They ſay this entry 
will be magnificent, I ſometimes con- 
fider the pride of priefts, and fancy 
Saint Peter never took it into his head 
that. bis ſucceſſors would ſend embaſ- 
. Ges, and place themſelves without cere- 
mony above kings. However, the pre- 
judices, which uppol their grandeur, 
Aſſipate by degrees. The pope, fays 
Moneelquiey, is an old idol, incenſed 
perhaps à hundred years 
2 
Farewel, my dear friend; for this 
is to ne more reſpect- 


[ 163 £ - 


LETTER LXXII. 


75 mr. ROUILLE” , miniſter of fate: 
1 1752. 
OU have good reaſon to fay that 
the diſpatches of the duke of Mire- 
poix are not ſo favorable as he ima- 
eines. They. cajole him with divet - 
fions, pamper him with entertainments, 
and are in the mean time making ſacret 
preparations for war: this is what 1 
with his own mouth, of his pacific in - 
tentions : that prince may be ſincere, 
but I do not believe it. In truth thoſe 
engliſh are a very add people. I ne 
loved them, thaugh their wiſdom and 
generoſity are ſo: highly boaſted. They 
are rapacious, unjuſt, and conſequentiy 
natural enemies to other nations. I 
M 2 


8 


; 


L 164 J 

own however without difficulty that 
among them are very valuable men. 
But in general, that people is extreme 
in every thing, in vice as in virtue. 
An engliſhman, who is wicked, is a 
monſter : an engliſnman, who is good, 
is almoſt a god: but the good are rare. 
Mr. de Briſſac, who returned from 
that country ſome days ago, ſays, that 
more great crimes are- committed in 
England within the ſpace of a month, 
than are committed in the reſt of Eu- 
rope during a whole year; that there 
are none but old women who believe in 
God and go to church, and that the 
whole religion there conſiſts in hating 
the pope and burning him yearly. How- 
ever, all that is no buſineſs of ours: 
we have only to prevent the evil deſigns 
of that evil nation againſt us. I hope 
the duke of Mirepoix, who has both 
zeal and penetration, will not. ſuffer 


4-0 


[ 65 ] 
| us. timely notice. I defire, fir, you 


n, 2 e 74 


LL E T T E R LXXIII. 
75 the ſame. = 5 1e. 


CCOUNTS from America are 
highly pleaſing. As in all ap- 


pearance that vaſt continent will prove 


the ſubject of the war, it is moſt im- 


portant to make friends there. I do 
love thoſe honeſt ſavages, who have ſo 


great eſteem for the captain of the french 
and his valiant warriors. They offer 
us ſo. cordially the right hand of their. 
brave youth, that we muſt beware of 
refuſing it. Their nation, which counts 
above ten thouſand moons, is preparing to 
regale their wives and children with ibe 


carcaſes of the enghſh, and to eat its 


conqueſt. It ſwore by the great ſpirit, 


14 


1 66 7 | 
Though I do not approve of eating 
the dead, yet we ruſt not fall out with 
' thoſe good folks about trifles. I hope 
this alliante will turn out more. uſeful 
to France than the vain embaſſy of 

Slam, with which Lewis XIV. made 

ſuch a elite. 

I The french, ee nation in 
Eurepe hates, envies and imitates, are 
however eſteemed, by men barbarous 

infdeetl, but ſiniple and true, becauſe 

they ere goodnatured and humane. The 
french nation is Perhaps the only one 
in the world thet is beneficent by tem- 
per. Others are © only by caprice or 
increſt ; and fo a huren makes no dif- 
fene to ſoy: A freaxdman is a man 
bike . Que hears daily of riſings 
nations: but thoſe ſcarce ever happen 
in ours; becauſe we have as much the 


[ 167 ] 
talent af making ourſelves beloved, 
others of making themſelves hated: 

Tou tg6 have that talent, , ſir, though 


a miniſter. Continue to deſerve 


me king's eſteem and that of the public 


PEE 


LET T ER LXXIV. 
To thi counteſs of NAVAILLES. 1952; 


german king at all extraordinary. 


by your abilities and ſervices: men likes 


I havs the honor o be br, ae. : 


1 Do not think the condu& of your | 


The very worſt of princes take a pride 


in doing juſfice to their ſubjects. They 


conſider them as animals ſubſervient ta 


their intereſts and pleaſures; nor do 


they chooſe they ſhould devour each 
other, as we part dogs fighting. Rob- 


M 4 


bers in their dens obſerve alſo juſtice 


[ 168 ] 
among POS: nor is aur thing | 
wonderful there. 

No more do 1 5 die ai 
of that ſame prince with regard to mr. 
de Chauvelin, who. is an honeſt man, 
and might have been of great uſe to 
him. He will repent it: the great 

cannot commit ſmall faults, more than 

the ſmall great ones. | 
I am much obliged to the remem- 
brance of the ambaſſador : expreſs my 
| X&nſibiliry 1 in your firſt letter. I ſhould 
5 rejoice. to fee him again amongſt. us: 
but, as nothing yet occurs that is fit 
for him, he will. be pleaſed to ſtay. 
The king, wha loves him, will think 
of him; or I take upon me to make 
him do ſo. And now I recolle&, we 
are to have a grand hunt the day after 
to-morrow, and ſhall paſs by your caſtle 

which, will afford me a fine e 


t 6% 1 
of dropping the proper hint; acl 
be ſure I ſhall not let it flip, : 

Here eternal dulneſs reigns, parti- 
8 4 over the king: nothing can 
divert him. Somebody bas ſaid that 
beggars are unhappy by being always 
beggars, and that kings are ſo by being 
always kings. _ This faying contains a 
profound and ſolid meaning. I pity 
Lewis XV. for being a king: he were 
happy, if but a private perſon; he has 
every requiſite for that character. But 
the crown makes him miſerable, be- 
_ » cauſe he has a feeling heart. A prince 
has two families, his own, and the 
great family of the ſtate; which gives 
him conſtant ground of affliction. At 
leaſt the moſt chriſtian king is ever in 
this predicament: he never is, more 
than T, happy but in hope. Yet alas! 
hope is often but a pleaſing dream. 
125 laid on firay, dreams himſelf 


1 7% ] 
grown enormouſly rich. He begins to 
build, and live like a lord; he weds 4 
charming wife; upon which the "plea- 
ſure wakes him, and he finds Himſelf 
ur. Such is hope. 

I ſhall ſee your niece with pleaſure : 
whatever belongs to you, is dear to me. 
They fay ſhe is pretty and ſenſible: 1 
love her beforchand, and ſhall endeavor - 
to ſerve her, if ſhe will but give me leave. 
Fatewel, 8 ene 
me, ole” | 
ni KETY E R LXXV. 

7 ile marquis of eunsar, commander 
| in Corftea. 1752. 
"oY is, fir, in gratitude to the genoeſe 
that the king has ſent yo. into Cor- 
fica, The ſame motive engages you to 
ſerve them, and everybody approves 
your conduct. The republic has long 
waſted herſelf in e on a ſucceſs- 


1 1 
* againſt rebels : ſhe muſt put 
an End to it. The buſineſs is not to 


| beat the corſicans, but to give them 


peace, of which they ſtand as much in 
need as the genoeſe, whom they call 
tyrants, not perhaps undeferyedly. | . 
But we here are afraid your genoeſe 


officers will ſpoil all : they are jealous 


of foreigners proving mediators. Envy, 


which is the weakneſs of the Tralians, 
| particularly of the Genoeſe, will often 


put your patience to the teſt, becauſe 


they would have all the honors of a 
peace, which they are themſelves inca- 
pable of making. Defpiſe them, fir; 


and do yourfelf honor by doing Four 


duty. 
The corſicans are at preſent, with 


regard to the republic of Genoa, in the 
ſame ſtate the durch were, almoſt two 


centuries ago, with reſpect to their 


maſter- and ryrant Philip II. After 


1 
many battles and ſieges, the rebel 
take a new name: they are no longer 
revolted ſubjects, but irreconcilable ene- 
mies. Then might deſtroys right, and 
levels all. For this reaſon the corſicans 
make high demands, and the genoeſe 
will grant them nothing but a pardon. 
They talk like maſters incenſed at rebel 
ſlaves: but this tone will not hold. The, 
great point is to preſerve the ſove- 
reignty of the republic, and to content 
the corſicans. It is moſt delicate 
affair, referred therefore to your pru- 
dence, and that of mr. Chauvelin. The 
king's honor and word are plighted: 
a motive more than ſufficient to excite 
your zeal. 1 
As to me, fir, I ſincerely wo you 
all. poſſible ſucceſs: you are highly 
worthy and highly able to obtain it. I 
wuoiſh that fortune, which ſeems to have 
greater ſhare in the affairs of this world, 


„ 
an capacity and qualification, _ ſe- 
* r endeavors. EC. 
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M LETTER: LXXVI. 


20 mr. de MACHAULT, controuler- | 
general. 1752. 


0 U intend, fir, to make war upon 

the forty privileged robbers who 
are ravaging France. I love your ſpirit, 
ſo cannot blame it. The real wealth of 
the ſtate is ſaid to amount to twelve 
hundred millions of livres, and two 
hundred private perſons poſſeſs at leaſt 
one half of it. Here is no proportion, 
| and a vaſt abuſe, I think with you that 
the king, in granting to the farmers- 
general the duties on importation, never. 
had, nor could ever have any intention: 
to ruin his ſubjects. It is a monopoly 
which inſenſibly ſwallows up all the 
funds of the kingdom. It ſeems there- 
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t * 
ub juſt to call thoſe 1 
account; and I am perſwaded that if 
the operation be performed with care 
and fidelity, it will pour above three 
hundred millions into the king's coffers. 
You will fo, fir, do a fignal ſervice to 
the ſtate, and acquire with poſterity the 
glory of that Sully, who was fo worthy 
to ſerve gaod king Henry IV. &e. 


LETTER IXxvn. 
To mr. RQUILLE. 1782. 


O0 ſay, fir, that the king has 
actually fifty ſhips of the line 
n Lrigers but is there not in 
this account a little exaggeration ? Have 
not you put in the number thoſe you 
deſign to build, but which do not yet 
exiſt? If your account is exact, it is 
aſſured that France will be in condition 
to face the Engliſh, whenever they ſhall 
ew cd hers and 1-6; 


a 


©; 175 1 | 
Poor Albemarle watches all your 

| operations with a reſtleſs and jealous 
eye; but he dare no more complain. In 
fact, it is ridiculous to find fault that a 
man ſhould be building at home and 
enlarging his habitation. I know not 
who adviſed the king to make this new 
promotion of commodores and other 
ſea-officers. Methinks ſo much noife 
was unneceſſary: it was exhibiting to 
the reſt of Europe, which will not fail 
to take umbrage at ſuch exhibition. 
However, we have none to fear but 
the engliſh. 
- But, dear fir, if you have at length 
got a marine, have you alſo ſailors? 
ter. The french love neither the fea, 
nor the ſervice of the colomes. I trem- 
ble therefore by anticipation, and dare to 
ſay that France will never make a figure 
as 2, maritime power. Mr. d Argenſon 
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has juſt broke half the officers of the 
regiment of Guienne, who demurred at 
going over to Canada, and becoming 
food, as they ſaid, for ſavages. This 
temper prognoſticates no good. I ima- 
gine it therefore the moſt eſſential point 
to encourage the ſea - ſervice; and that 
will be Ran wich abundant diffi- 
culty. ; « 

Old Niaepe is + Auf 'He was 
leard: to ſay publicly: My ſucceſſor 
vill ſo manage as to. deſtroy the french 
marine at laſt.. I hope you will give 
him the ly. However, the king is 
highly ſatisfied, and the nation honors 
your zeal. Lewis XIV. ſhone but the 
ſpace of four years on the ocean: if you 
make Lewis XV. ſhine longer Lee 
2 al be  ſomewhat's more than man, - 
bh am, er. 
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